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Annual  Report 

ON  THE 

HEALTH  OF  THE  RURAL  SANITARY 
DISTRICT  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT, 

For  the  Year  1902. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  annual 
report  on  the  health  of  the  sanitary  district  you  ad¬ 
minister,  in  the  form  prescribed. 

1.  VITAE  STATISTICS. 

The  corrected  decennial  census  taken  on  April  1st,  Population. 
1901,  gave  the  population  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural 
Sanitary  District  as  28,559,  °f  whom  14,559  were 
males,  and  14,200  females.  The  uncorrected  num¬ 
ber  necessarily  given  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1901 
was  28,462.  In  1891  the  population  of  your  District 
was  29,747.  As  a  result  of  the  active  interference  by 
which  it  suffered  great  detriment  during  the  inter¬ 
decennial  period  in  rateable  value,  acreage  and  popu- 
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lation,  2,515  of  its  inhabitants  were  added  to  the 
dominant  towns.  The  correction  for  this  in  the 
census  returns  is  made  by  taking  the  rural  popula¬ 
tion  in  1891  as  27,218.  At  the  census  of  1881  it  was 
found  to  be  28,008.  In  the  middle  of  1902  it  was 
estimated  to  be  28,692.  The  population  of  the 
whole  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  in  1901  was  82,418,  of 
whom  37,803  were  males,  and  4-1,615  females;  in 
1891  it  was  78,672. 

In  1902  the  natural  increase  of  population  by  ex¬ 
cess  of  births  over  deaths  was  192  in  your  District. 


Population 
to  the  acre. 


Births  and 
deaths. 


The  census  returns  for  1901  give  the  area  of  your 
District  as  86,844  acres>  of  which  90  acres  are  inland 
water.  It  was  supposed  to  be  87,599  acres  in  1891, 
and  it  was  calculated  that  1,785  acres  were  taken 
from  it  and  added  to  the  urban  areas  during  the 
decennium.  The  area  of  the  whole  of  the  Island  is 
given  as  94,068  acres,  of  which  142  acres  are  inland 
water.  Consequently  the  area  of  your  District  is 
almost  exactly  twelve-thirteenths  of  that  of  the  area 
of  the  whole  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  The  population 
to  the  acre  averaged  0*33,  or  one  person  to  about 
three  acres. 

625  births  and  433  deaths  were  registered  as  hav¬ 
ing  occurred  in  your  District  in  1902.  306  of  the 

children  born  were  boys,  and  319  were  girls;  of  these 
16  of  the  boys  and  18  of  the  girls  were  illegitimate. 
230  of  the  deaths  were  those  of  males,  and  203  were 
those  of  females. 

The  births  and  deaths  in  each  quarter  were  as 
follows ; — 


5 


BIRTHS. 

DEATHS 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1st  quarter  . 

••  74 

71 

M5 

62 

72 

134 

2nd 

••  79 

87 

166 

64 

38 

102 

••  77 

8l 

158 

46 

37 

83 

4th 

..  82 

80 

162 

58 

56 

114 

312 

319 

631 

230 

203 

433 

The  birth-rate  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary 
District  in  1902  was  21.9  per  1000  of  the  population 
living.  In  1901  it  was  22'i  per  1000;  in  1900,  22‘i; 
in  1899,  207;  in  1898,  2i'o;  in  1897,  272  ;  in  1896, 
24-8;  in  1895,30-2;  in  1894,  22-5;  in  1893,  25-9. 
The  death-rate  was  15-0  per  1000  living.  The  deaths 
included,  however,  those  of  71  persons  who  did  not 
form  part  of  the  regular  population  of  the  District. 
Of  these  64  died  in  public  institutions.  Deducting 
the  deaths  among  strangers  from  all  the  deaths,  the 
death-rate  is  reduced  to  I2'6  per  1000,  or  deducting 
only  the  deaths  among  strangers  which  occurred  in 
public  institutions,  to  i2"8  per  1000.  Probably  there 
were  other  deaths  among  visitors  to  the  District 
which  were  not  indicated  when  they  were  registered. 
On  the  other  hand  10  persons  belonging  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  died  in  the  Ryde  Hospital,  and  adding  these  the 
above  rates  would  be  raised  to  12-9  and  13-2  re¬ 
spectively.  The  death-rate  was  15-78  per  1000  living 
in  1901.  In  1900  it  was  17-58  per  1000;  in  1899, 
15-2;  in  1898,  14-6;  in  1897,  13-2;  in  1896,  13-5;  in 
1895,  i6-8;  in  1894,  16-9;  111  1893,  14-6.  Deducting 
the  deaths  among  strangers  it  was  12-17  in  1901  ; 
12*96  in  1900;  1 2-5  in  1899;  1  r8  in  1898;  10-5  in 


Birth-rate  and 
death-rate. 
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Mean  birth¬ 
rate  and  death 
rate  in  ten 
years. 


Birth-rate 
and  death- 
rate  in  Eng¬ 
land  and 
Wales. 


Comparison 
of  the  birth¬ 
rate  and  death 
rate  in  the 
I.W.  Rural 
Sanitary  Dis¬ 
trict  with 
those  of  Eng- 


1897  ;  iro  111  1896;  14-5  in  1895;  15-2  in  1894; 
12-3  in  1893. 

The  mean  birth-rate  in  the  ten  years  1892 — 1901, 
was  23’8,  and  the  mean  death-rate  was  i5'6.  Com¬ 
paring  the  mean  birth-rate  and  the  mean  death-rate 
of  your  District,  with  the  birth-rate  and  death-rate 
of  the  year  under  review,  we  tint]  the  birth-rate  was 
1 ’9  and  the  death-rate  0’6  below  the  mean  of  ten 
years.  The  mean  death-rate,  excluding  strangers, 
was  I2’8.  The  corresponding  rate  in  1902  was  there¬ 
fore  o’ 2  below  the  average,  or  adding  the  10  deaths 
in  the  Ryde  Hospital,  o’i  above  the  average. 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales,  in  1902, 
was  28’6  per  1000  living,  which  is  o’i  per  1000 
higher  than  the  rate  in  1901,  but  lower  than  that  in 
any  other  year  on  record  ;  compared  with  the  average 
in  the  ten  years  1892-1901,  the  birth-rate  in  1892 
shows  a  decrease  of  I’o  per  1000.  The  death-rate 
in  1902  was  16*3  per  1000,  which  is  the  lowest  rate 
on  record,  the  only  previously  recorded  rates  below 
1 7  per  1000  having  been  ib’5,  in  1894,  and  ib’9  in 
1901  ;  compared  with  the  average  rate  in  the  ten 
years,  1892 — 1901,  the  death-rate  in  1902  shows  a 
decrease  of  i’6  per  1000. 

The  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales,  less  76 
great  towns  and  103  smaller  towns  was  I5'3  per  1000. 

The  birth-rate  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary 
District  in  1902  was  b’9  below  the  birth-rate  ot  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales,  and  yg  below  the  mean  birth-rate 
in  the  ten  years  1892 — 1901.  The  death-rate  was 
1 ’3  below  the  death-rate  ol  England  and  Wales,  and 
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2'9  below  the  mean  annual  death-rate  in  the  ten  land  and 
years  1S92 — 1901.  Deducting  the  deaths  among  Wa,es' 

strangers  temporarily  residing  in  the  District,  the 
death-rate  was  3*7  below  the  general  death-rate  of 
the  year,  and  53  or  5'0  (correcting  for  the  10  deaths 
at  Ryde)  below  the  mean  death-rate  of  ten  years, 

1S92 — 1901.  The  death-rate  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Rural  Sanitary  District  was  o'3  below  the  death-rate 
in  England  and  Wales — -less  the  179  towns;  or  de¬ 
ducting  the  deaths  among  strangers  the  death-rate 
was  2'7,  or  2'4  below  that  of  the  year. 

Comparing  the  death-rate  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Rural  Sanitary  District  in  each  of  the  ten  years 
1893  — 1902,  with  the  death-rate  in  England  and 
Wales,  and  with  the  county  districts  in  the  same 
years,  we  hnd  it  was  in — - 


ENGLAND 

AND  WALES. 

RURAL  DISTRICT. 

1893 

4-6 

below  average 

2'8  below  average 

1894 

°‘3 

above  ,, 

1 '3  above  ,, 

1895 

rg 

below  ,, 

o'2  below  ,, 

O 

O 

CO 

3*6 

>  i  if 

18,,  ,, 

i89  7 

4'2 

if  if 

2-6 

1898 

3'1 

if  i  J 

x'3 

i899 

3'1 

>  >  n 

I'l 

1900 

o'8 

if  a 

o'6  above  ,, 

1901 

i‘3 

a  a 

1 -6  below  ,, 

1902 

1 '3 

a  a 

^3  J!  ) > 

*  The  year  of  enteric  fever  epidemic. 


In  every  1000  of  the  population  of  your  District  Male  and 
,  .  .  .  .  .  female  death- 

ft’oi  males  and  /'o8  lemales  died  111  1902.  rate. 
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Infant 

mortality. 


Mortality  of 
the  aged. 


The  433  deaths  registered  in  your  District,  in  1902, 
included  those  of  42  infants  who  died  under  one  year 
of  age.  The  rate  of  infant  mortality  under  one  year 
of  age,  to  1000  registered  births,  was  6j'2.  The 
mean  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  to 
1000  registered  births  in  the  ten  years,  1892 — 1901, 
was  91*3,  in  your  District.  In  England  and  Wales 
the  ratio  of  infant  mortality  was  133,  which  is  21  per 
1000  below  the  mean  proportion  of  the  ten  years, 
1892—1901.  In  your  District  it  was  24M  below  the 
mean  of  the  District  for  ten  years.  It  was  by'S 
below  the  infant  mortality  in  England  and  Wales, 
and  86'8  below  the  mean  of  ten  years.  Excluding 
179  larger  towns,  the  mean  rate  of  mortality  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age,  to  1000  registered  births,  was 
1 19.  In  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District, 
the  rate  of  infant  mortality  in  1902,  was  51 '8  below 
the  mean  rate  for  the  country  generally,  outside  179 
larger  towns. 

70  children,  16  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths,  died 
under  five  years  of  age,  and  28  children,  or  6  per  cent, 
of  the  deaths,  died  between  one  and  five  years.  The 
deaths  between  one  and  sixty-five  numbered  194,  or 
44  per  cent,  of  the  deaths. 

197  persons  died  at  sixty-five  and  upwards,  which 
is  equal  to  45  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  at  all  ages.  Of 
these  42  died  between  sixty-five  and  seventy,  79  be¬ 
tween  seventy  and  eighty,  68  between  eighty  and 
ninety,  and  8  between  ninety  and  one  hundred. 
The  greatest  age  at  death,  that  of  the  widow  of  a 
Clergyman,  who  died  of  apoplexy,  at  Totland,  was 
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ninety-five.  There  died  at  ninety-one,  of  old  age,  at 
Winsford,  Brading,  a  retired  blacksmith,  at  Niton  a 
farm  labourer,  and,  of  bronchitis,  at  Brooke,  a  fisher¬ 
man  at  ninety,  of  old  age,  shortly  after,  his  widow, 
at  Yarmouth  a  widow,  at  Niton  a  naval  pensioner 
who  was  also  a  general  labourer,  and  in  the  Work- 
house  the  widow  of  a  farmer  of  Ryde. 

The  new  death  tables  require  the  tabulation  of  the 
deaths  of  residents  who  have  died  during  the  year  in 
public  institutions  in  the  District  and  also  of  resi¬ 
dents  who  have  died  in  public  institutions  outside 
the  District.  As  regards  the  deaths  of  residents  in 
public  institutions  outside  the  District,  if  they  occur 
outside  the  Isle  of  Wight  it  would  only  be  by  the 
merest  accident  such  deaths  would  be  known  ;  but 
within  the  Island,  the  only  public  institution  outside 
the  Rural  District,  is  the  Isle  of  Wight  Hospital,  at 
Ryde,  of  the  deaths  in  which  during  the  year  the 
sub- Registrar  has  kindly  informed  me.  But  a  certain 
proportion  of  those  who  visit  the  Isle  of  Wight,  seek¬ 
ing  health,  die  in  your  District,  as  do  some  of  the 
residents  of  the  Island  towns  who  visit  your  District, 
with  the  same  end  in  view.  Some  of  the  sub- 
Registrars  are  good  enough  to  assist  me  by  indicating 
such  deaths  in  their  returns.  There  are,  therefore, 
two  series  of  deaths  of  non-residents,  those  of  persons 
who  die  in  public  institutions  which  may  be  classed 
as  the  official  series,  and  those  of  non-residents  who 
die  outside  public  institutions.  In  endeavouring  to 
arrive  at  an  approximately  correct  death-rate  for  the 
District  I  have  taken  these  deaths  into  consideration 
as  heretofore.  Of  the  71  deaths  among  non-residents 


Deaths  of 
strangers  in 
the  District. 
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Deaths  from 
violence. 


64  died  in  public  institutions.  Of  the  44  deaths 
which  occurred  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Workhouse 
36  normally  formed  part  of  the  Urban  population 
of  the  Island  :  of  the  27  deaths  which  occurred  in 
the  I.W.  Asylum,  15  were  among  those  who 
normally  formed  part  of  the  urban  population, 
and  5  among  strangers  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  of 
the  8  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  Royal  National 
Hospital  for  Consumption,  at  St.  Lawrence — 7  were 
^rom  consumption  and  one  from  heart  disease — all 
were  among  those  who  were  strangers  to  the  Isle  of 
Wight. 

Of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural 
District  treated  in  the  County  Hospital  at  Ryde, 
10  died  there,  of  whom  one  belonged  to  the  Cowes, 
3  to  the  Ryde,  2  to  the  Brading,  2  to  the  Godshill, 
and  2  to  the  Calbourne  Registration  sub-District. 

Ten  persons  met  ther  deaths  by  violence — 2  were 
cases  of  suicide  by  hanging;  4  were  accidentally 
drowned — 1  in  a  well  and  3  in  the  sea  ;  2  died  from 
peritonitis  as  a  result  of  ruptured  intestine — 1  in  the 
football  held  and  1  from  lifting  a  chest  of  drawers  ; 
1  died  from  concussion  of  the  spine  the  result  of  a 
fall  ;  and  1  fell  under  a  reaper  and  was  killed. 

2'3  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  in  1902  were  due  to 
violence,  and  074  per  1000  of  the  population.  In 
igoi  the  deaths  from  violence  were  37  per  cent,  of 
the  deaths,  and  079  per  1000  of  the  population.  In 
1900  they  were  1  '9  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  and 
0*31  per  1000;  in  1899,  i'8  per  cent,  and  C27  per 
1000  ;  in  1898,  2"  1  per  cent,  and  0*31  per  1000  ;  in 
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1897,  i‘8  per  cent,  and  G'24  per  1000 ;  in  1896, 
4'9  per  cent,  and  o-66  per  1000;  in  1895,  2'6  per  cent, 
and  o-47  per  1000  ;  in  1894,  27  per  cent,  and  076  per 
1000  ;  in  1S93,  5‘6  per  cent,  and  C83  per  1000  ;  in 
1892,  2"  1  per  cent,  07  per  1000. 

The  mean  percentage  of  deaths  from  violence  in 
your  District  in  the  ten  years,  1S92  — 1901  was  2'9i, 
and  the  mean  proportion  to  1000  of  the  population 
was  075.  In  England  and  Wales  the  deaths  of 
0'59  per  1000  of  the  population  were  referred  to 
different  forms  of  violence  in  1902,  against  o'hg  and 
C63  in  the  preceding  two  years. 

The  26  deaths  from  epidemic  diseases  included — 

5  attributed  to  measles. 

whooping  cough, 
diptheria. 
enteric  fever, 
diarrhoea. 

The  26  deaths  attributed  to  the  different  forms  of 
epidemic  diseases  were  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  o'go 
per  1000  of  the  population,  and  to  6  per  cent,  of  all 
the  deaths.  The  epidemic  death-rate  of  the  ten 
previous  years  was  o'gg,  0‘82,  o-86,  070,  077,  C87, 
072,  1 -6,  o‘67,  1 '64  respectively.  The  mean  epidemic 
death-rate  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary 
District  in  the  ten  years,  1892 — 1901  was  o-g2  per 
1000  of  the  population.  The  epidemic  death-rate  in 
England  and  Wales  in  1902  was  rbg  per  1000  living, 
against  2^05,  2*21,  2’ig,  rgg  and  2-i5  respectively  in 
the  five  preceding  years.  But  excluding  179  large 
towns,  it  was  ri4  per  1000  in  1902.  The  average 
annual  epidemic  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales 
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Mortality 
from  certain 
diseases. 
Epidemic 
diseases. 


Epidemic 
death  rate. 
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Phthisis. 


Lung  disease. 


Heart  disease. 


during  the  decenniutn  1892 — 1901  was  2’o8  per  1000 
living,  against  3'95,  4‘i5,  3‘38  per  1000  respectively 
in  the  three  decennia  1851 — Si.  The  epidemic 
death-rate  in  your  District  in  1902  was  ri8  below 
the  average  of  the  country  in  decennium  1892 — 01, 
and  the  average  epidemic  death-rate  of  your  District 
is  1  ■  16  below  that  of  England  and  Wales. 

60  persons  died  of  consumption  in  your  District 
in  1902,  equivalent  to  2'0  per  1000  living.  Of  these 
7  died  in  the  Royal  National  Hospital  for  Consump¬ 
tion,  all  of  whom  came  from  the  mainland,  7  died  in 
the  Union  Workhouse  Infirmary  of  whom  4  formed 
part  of  the  urban  population,  and  4  in  the  Asylum,  of 
whom  1  came  from  the  mainland,  and  2  formed 
part  of  the  urban  population.  Deducting  the  deaths 
among  strangers,  the  death-rate  from  phthisis  is 
reduced  to  i‘6  per  1000  of  the  normal  population  of 
your  District.  It  was  r8  per  1000  living,  if  we  exclude 
deaths  among  strangers  to  the  Island  only.  The 
percentage  of  deaths  from  phthisis  to  all  the  deaths 
was  13,  or  deducting  the  deaths  among  visitors,  10. 

62  persons  died  from  one  of  the  different  forms 
of  lung  disease,  14  of  whom  died  under  five  years, 
and  7  of  whom  did  not  belong  to  the  District.  These 
deaths  are  equivalent  to  2’i  per  1000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  and  to  14  per  cent,  of  the  deaths. 

Heart  disease  caused  the  deaths  of  56  persons,  of 
whom  12  did  not  belong  to  your  District.  The  deaths 
from  heart  disease  were  equal  to  a  rate  of  rq  per 
1000.  The  percentage  of  deaths  from  heart  disease 
to  all  the  deaths  was  1*2. 

36  deaths  from  different  forms  of  malignant  dis- 


Cancer. 
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eases  were  registered,  equilvant  to  i'2  per  1000 
living,  and  to  8.3  per  cent,  of  the  deaths. 

The  deaths  of  4  cases  of  different  forms  of  tuber¬ 
culous  diseases  other  than  phthisis,  were  registered, 
equivalent  to  o-g  per  cent,  of  the  deaths. 

74  cases  of  epidemic  diseases  were  notified  during 
the  year.  They  were  equal  to  2‘5  per  1000  of  the 
population.  They  included  37  cases  of  scarlatina,  23 
cases  of  diptheria,  and  10  cases  of  enteric  fever. 

It  is  necessary  to  inform  you  that  my  last  Annual 
Report  of  the  first  year  of  a  new  century  contained 
four  statistical  tables,  which  have  been  adopted  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  in  substitution  for  the  old  tables 
A  and  B.  I  much  regret  it  was  impossible  to 
complete  Table  II.  by  giving  the  vital  statistics  of 
the  six  separate  registration  sub-Districts  for  the 
years  1891  to  1900.  During  the  decennium  some  of 
the  sub-Districts  have  been  completely  altered,  and 
the  boundaries  and  populations  of  the  eastern  and 
south-eastern  sections  of  your  District  have  been 
entirely  changed.  This  change  has  been  emphasized 
by  the  fact  that  the  Registrar  General,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  found  it  necessary  to  assume  the 
population  of  your  District  in  1891,  was  2,529  less 
than  that  actually  recorded  at  the  census  in  that  year. 
Even  if  it  were  possible  to  give  accurately  the  vital 
statistics  of  the  separate  localities  in  Table  II.  they 
would  be  confusing  and  would  be  of  no  service  for 
purposes  of  comparison. 

As  I  find  my  Annual  Reports  are  made  use  of  for 
reference,  it  has  seemed  to  me  desirable  to  place  on 
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Houses. 


Military 
Barracks  a 
Forts. 


record  certain  other  figures  of  the  corrected  census 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  which  in  the  future  may  not  be 
readily  accessible. 

On  April  ist,  1901,  there  were  in  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Rural  Sanitary  District  5,952  inhabited  and  542  un¬ 
inhabited  houses,  of  the  latter  of  which  184  were  in 
occupation,  and  358  not  in  occupation  ;  64  houses 
were  building.  In  the  whole  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
there  were  17,757  inhabited  houses,  and  1,892  un¬ 
inhabited,  of  which  826  were  in  occupation,  and 
1,066  not  in  occupation  ;  150  houses  were  building. 
There  were,  therefore,  more  than  one-third  by  99  of 
the  inhabited  houses  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  houses 
situated  in  your  District,  and  more  than  one-third  by 
42  of  the  new  houses  being  built  in  it  ;  while  more 
than  one-third  of  its  people  by  3,379  were  living  in  it. 


At  the  census  of  1901,  808  persons  were  enumer¬ 
ated  as  resident  in  the  barracks  and  forts  situated  in 
your  District,  namely — 


Registration 

sub- 

District. 

Parish. 

Barracks,  <S:c. 

Officers 

Non- 

com. 

Officers 

and 

Men. 

Other  Inmates, 
Families,  Ser¬ 
vants,  &c. 

Males. 

Females 

Newport 

Carisbrooke 

Parkhurst 

Barracks 

10 

243 

32 

53 

Brading 

Bembridge 

Bembridge  Fort 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Yaverland 

Granite  Fort 

1 

45 

4 

2 

port  Yaverland 

15 

— 

— 

Calbourne 

Freshwater 

Cliff  End 

Battery 

8 

— 

— 

Fort  Albert 

10 

— 

— 

Golden  Hill 

Fort 

1 

214 

11 

20 

The  Redoubt 
Fort 

1 

41 

1 

2 

Fort  Victoria 

2 

58 

3 

1 

Totland 

Mather  wood 
Battery 

_ 

6 

2 

4 

Needles  Battery 

— 

9 

— 

— 

Wardern 

Battery 

— 

5 

— 

- 

15 

658 

53 

82 

i5 


It  was  found  there  were  4,075  persons  residing  in 
the  Workhouse,  Asylum,  Parkhurst  Prison,  the  Con¬ 
sumption  and  other  hospitals  in  your  District,  as 
follows 


Registration 

sub- 

Civil 

Parish. 

Institution. 

Special  Inmates 
(Patients,  Paupers, 
Lunatics,  &c.) 

Officials  and 
their  Families. 

District. 

Per¬ 

sons. 

Males 

Fe¬ 

males 

Per¬ 

sons. 

Males 

Fe¬ 

males 

Cowes 

North  wood 

H.  M.  Con¬ 
vict  Prison, 
Parkhurst 
(part  of) 

89 

43 

46 

Newport 

Carisbrooke 

H.  M.  Con¬ 
vict  Prison 
(part  of) 

706 

706 

295 

151 

144 

Workhouse 

284 

165 

119 

21 

8 

13 

I.  of  W. 
County 
Lunatic 
Asylum 

315 

103 

212 

. 

17 

31 

Brading 

Brading 

Isolation 
Hospital 
(Sandown  & 
Shanklin) 

7 

1 

6 

3 

1 

2 

Godshill 

St.  Lawrence 

Royal  Nat. 
Hospital 
for  Con¬ 
sumption 

146 

96 

50 

56 

9 

47 

Whitwell 

Inglewood 
Sanatorium 
for  phthisis 

16 

11 

5 

11 

3 

8 

1501 

1093 

412 

528 

232 

299 

Several  of  the  parishes  of  your  District,  and  espe¬ 
cially  those  of  a  purely  agricultural  character,  have 
declined  in  population  during  the  decennium,  1892 — 
1901,  while  some  of  those  which  contain  urban 
places  have  increased.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Assist¬ 
ant  Overseers  for  the  approximate  value  of  a  penny 
rate  in  the  various  parishes  for  sanitary  purposes,  a 
matter  which  has  so  great  influence  in  connection 
with  sanitary  progress. 


Workhouse, 
Asylum, 
Prison  and 
Hospitals. 


Population  of 
Parishes  and 
their  value 
for  rating 
purposes. 
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Parishes 

Population. 

Gross 

Esti- 

Ratable 

Value 

Agri- 

Ratable 

Value, 

Build- 

id.  Rate  pr 

Dduces for 

Sanitary 

Purposes 

about 

1891 

1901 

mated 

Rental. 

cultural 

Land. 

mgs, 

etc. 

Purposes 

about 

Ashey 

1537 

1621 

£ 

9937 

£ 

2872 

£ 

5518 

£ 

26  5  0 

£ 

20  15  0 

Bembridge 

1024 

1127 

9904 

1022 

7067 

31  11  6* 

29  3  10 

Binstead 

961 

851 

5164 

802 

3551 

15  15  0 

14  10  0 

Bonchurch 

638 

539 

6035 

228 

4601 

20  2  4i 

19  17  6 

Brading 

1704 

1732 

17317 

4932 

9675 

49  0  0 

i  3l  U  0 
)  22  10  0" 

Brighstone 

528 

493 

3281 

1142 

1688 

9  8  3j> 

8  4  5 

Brook 

250 

221 

1587 

620 

772 

4  10  0 

3  17  3 

Calbourne 

830 

747 

5628 

2158 

2685 

15  13  8* 

10  4  9 

Carisbrooke 

3543 

3993 

22312 

5780 

13180 

65  0  0 

54  0  0 

Chale 

607 

543 

4305 

1720 

1999 

11  17  6 

9  9  6 

Freshwater 

2652 

3306 

18659 

2188 

13030 

58  10  0 

50  0  0 

Gatcombe 

435 

407 

3561 

1684 

1461 

9  11  11 

7  16  10 

Godshill 

1037 

906 

10817 

6738 

2938 

22  0  0 

19  5  0 

Kingston 

68 

68 

1103 

636 

294 

2  11  0 

1  17  9 

Mottistone 

128 

122 

1119 

408 

539 

2  18  6 

2  13  5 

Newchurch 

740 

711 

6740 

2688 

3210 

18  0  0 

10  10  0 

Niton 

931 

884 

6483 

1710 

3754 

19  4  0 

17  8  5 

North  Arreton 

840 

884 

6587 

2286 

3204 

18  0  0 

13  0  0 

Nortlnvood 

1783 

2016 

12360 

2818 

7251 

32  0  0 

25  0  0 

St.  Lawrence 

318 

361 

2924 

266 

2107 

8  11  5 

8  3  0 

Shalfleet 

887 

798 

5899 

2078 

2855 

20  11  li 

11  17  7i 

Shorwell 

586 

533 

4707 

2542 

1649 

12  3  5 

9  10  0 

South  Arreton 

907 

897 

11833 

5810 

4226 

29  0  0 

19  0  0 

Thorley 

177 

129 

1712 

800 

683 

4  10  4 

2  11  6 

Tot  land 

790 

1328 

10476 

510 

7985 

32  3  2 

30  16  9 

Whippingham 

801 

855 

9978 

3008 

5277 

28  0  0 

20  0  0 

Whitwell 

653 

633 

5689 

1754 

3070 

16  0  0 

14  12  4 

Wroxall 

786 

775 

7579 

1688 

4584 

20  0  0 

13  0  0 

Yarmouth 

903 

948 

4944 

94 

3832 

16  3  3 

15  16  3 

Yaverland 

94 

131 

1444 

600 

643 

3  15  0 

3  0  0 

*  Brading  Special  Drainage  District. 


Table  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1902  and  Previous  Years. 
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A  vi 

■rage  number  of  persons  per 

house 

4‘3°. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  .  .  . .  86754  acres. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving'  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside 
the  District  :  Isle  of  Wight  Union  Workhouse,  Parkhursi  ;  Isle  of  Wight  Lunatic 
Asylum,  Whitecroft  ;  Royal  National  Hospital  for  Consumption,  St.  Lawrence; 
Sundown  and  Shanklin  Isolation  Hospital,  near  Apse  Heath.  Institutions  outside 
the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District  :  Royal  Isle  of 
Wight  Infirmary  and  Countv  Hospital,  Ryde. 


Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1902  and  previous  years. 
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No  Isolation  Hospital. 


Table  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1902. 
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2.  THE  SANITARY  HISTORY  OF  THE 

YEAR. 

A  brief  review  of  the  incidence  of  preventable 
disease  in  your  District  during  the  year  1902,  and  of 
the  administrative  action,  neglected  or  taken,  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  health  in  the  present  or  the 
future,  constitutes  a  summary  of  the  sanitary  history 
of  the  year. 

At  the  beginning  of  1902  there  were  cases  of 
Diphtheria  at  Brading,  St.  Lawrence,  Parkhurst  and 
other  places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newport,  and 
at  Brighstone  ;  Scarlet  Fever  was  present  at  Fresh¬ 
water,  Brading,  Haylands  and  Wootton  ;  Whooping 
Cough  prevailed  at  Niton,  Whitwell,  Rookley  and 
elsewhere ;  and  there  were  cases  of  Measles  at 
Parkhurst,  around  Newport,  and  at  Binstead. 

As  the  year  advanced,  epidemic  diseases  made 
headway  in  certain  sections  of  the  District.  Diphtheria 
appeared  in  sporadic  form  in  January,  February  and 
March,  at  Adgestone  and  Brading.  I11  March  there 
were  cases  at  Niton,  in  April  there  was  a  case  at  the 
Workhouse,  in  May  a  case  at  Gurnard  was  notified, 
and  in  May  and  June  there  were  cases  in  the  Station 
Hospital  at  Parkhurst  Barracks,  in  October  a  case 
of  the  disease  died  at  Swamnore,  and  in  November 
and  December  it  was  epidemic  at  Totland,  a  case 
at  High  Street,  Freshwater,  having  been  notified  in 
September, 


Epidemic 

Diseases. 
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Scarlet  Fever  appeared  at  Haylands  in  the  Autumn 
of  1901,  and  a  case  of  the  disease  in  Salters’  Road 
was  notified  in  January.  In  February  there  were 
two  or  three  cases  among  the  children  attending  the 
National  Schools  at  Brading,  and  in  June  there  was 
an  isolated  case  at  Bembridge,  and  another  in 
August.  Early  in  January  the  poison  of  Scarlet 
Fever  was  imported  into  Niton  from  Binstead,  where 
the  disease  prevailed  towards  the  end  of  1901,  by  the 
grossest  carelessness,  and  by  carelessness  it  was 
carried  to  the  houses  of  relations,  and  there  were 
several  cases  in  February.  As  a  result  of  the  same 
indifference  to  consequences,  it  was  carried  to 
Whitwell,  where  Scarlet  Fever  was  epidemic  in 
March,  April,  May  and  June.  Niton  and  Whitwell 
are  in  the  Undercliff  Isolation  Hospital  District.  In 
January  and  February  there  were  cases  in  Totland 
and  Freshwater  ;  there  was  a  sporadic  case  at 
Norton  Green  in  May.  In  November  there  was  a 
case  at  Sheepwash,  Freshwater,  and  there  were 
three  cases  in  one  family  in  Golden  Hill  Fort.  In 
August  there  was  a  sporadic  case  at  Whippingham, 
and  a  case  was  admitted  into  the  Station  Hospital  at 
Parkhurst  Barracks  in  September.  In  November 
there  was  a  case  of  the  disease  at  Godshill. 

Enteric  Fever  towards  the  end  of  the  year  appeared 
in  the  married  quarters  at  Parkhurst  Barracks,  four 
children  in  one  family  having  had  the  disease. 
There  was  also  a  case  in  the  Station  Hospital  in 
June,  imported  from  Malta.  A  case  occurred  in 
Yarmouth  in  May,  and  another  case,  which  was 
imported  from  Brighton,  in  September.  In  June 
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there  was  a  case  in  Carisbrooke  which  was  virtually 
imported.  In  September  one  at  Hunnvhill,  and  in 
October  a  case  died  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  to 
which  it  was  sent  from  one  of  the  Urban  Districts. 

Measles ,  among  the  non-notifiable  epidemic  diseases 
was  particularly  prevalent  at  Parkhurst,  the  Work- 
house  and  Hunnvhill  District,  Gunville  and  the 
Carisbrooke  District,  Chillerton  and  Gatcombe, 
Ivookley,  Merstone,  Arreton,  and  there  were  single 
cases  at  Totland,  Bembridge  and  elsewhere. 

Whooping  Cough,  too,  prevailed  in  epidemic  form 
at  Arreton,  Bembridge,  Brighstone,  Shorwell,  Tot¬ 
land  and  the  Freshwater  District  generally,  and  at 
Whippingham. 

Chicken  Pox  was  notified  in  some  instances  because 
of  the  epidemic  of  Smallpox  in  London,  and  it  existed 
in  epidemic  form  at  Northwood,  Whippingham, 
Rookley,  Newchurch  and  Alverstone. 

Erysipelas  was  notified  in  four  instances. 

As  I  have  pointed  out  in  previous  annual  reports 
the  requirement  of  the  Notification  Act  that  the  head 
of  the  family  shall  notify,  is  almost  entirely  ne¬ 
glected.  This  is  of  greater  importance  than  is  thought, 
for  Scarlet  Fever  especially  is  of  such  a  mild  type  that 
a  medical  man  is  not  consulted  always  in  cases  of  this 
disease,  and  children  are  sent  back  to  school  as  soon 
as  the  rash  has  disappeared.  The  outbreak  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  in  Whitwell,  arose  in  this  way.  But 
for  this  and  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  at  Totland  Bay 
and  Brading,  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable 
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disease  was  remarkably  small  in  your  District  in 
1902. 

The  presence  of  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases 
became  known  to  me,  for  the  most  part,  by  the 
notifications  of  the  head  teachers  of  the  public 
elementary  schools.  I  received  373  of  these  school 
notifications,  as  compared  with  250  in  the  previous 
year. 

Although  every  effort  is  made  to  secure  efficient 
isolation  in  all  cases  of  epidemic  disease,  it  is  most 
difficult  to  prevent  its  spread  in  cottage  homes ; 
that  it  should  prove  possible  in  so  many  instances 
is  surprising,  and  the  fact  bears  strong  testimony  to 
the  intelligence  and  devotion  to  duty  of  not  a  few  of 
the  women  among  the  peasantry  of  your  District. 
That  they  should  be  permitted  to  endure  the  per¬ 
sonal  sacrifice  involved  for  the  protection  of  the 
public  health — and  their  own  families  are  as  much 
the  “  public  ”  as  other  people’s  families — is  not 
creditable.  Their  services  have  a  distinct  money 
value  which  should  be  paid  by  the  community  in 
providing  proper  means  of  isolation. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  remarked  that  the 
Isolation  Hospital  question  in  your  District  was  an 
exceedingly  painful  one,  and  I  did  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  during  the  fifteen  years  the  subject  of 
making  provision  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  had  been  before  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Rural  Sanitary  Authority,  other  considerations  than 
those  of  the  paramount  interests  of  the  public 
health  had  prevented  such  provision  being  made. 
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In  my  Annual  Report  for  1899,  P-P-  31  to  38,  this 
question  was  fully  treated  of,  and  I  will  not  pursue 
it  further  than  to  say  the  obtaining  an  Order  by  the 
town  of  Ventnor,  constituting  several  rural  parishes 
about  it,  part  of  its  Isolation  Hospital  District  has 
certainly  served  to  check  the  action  your  Council 
were  taking.  This  was  several  years  ago,  and  as  yet 
no  hospital  has  been  built,  although  plans  have  been 
prepared  and  sanction  to  borrow  £2,320  obtained, 
but  the  tenders  received  for  carrying  out  the  work 
have  far  exceeded  this  sum.  A  well  equipped 
substantial  isolation  hospital  should  have  been 
provided  for  the  whole  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in  a 
central  position.  With  an  assessable  value  approach¬ 
ing  half-a-million,  such  provision  should  not  have 
proved  onerous,  indeed,  it  would  have  been  an 
economical  investment,  having  regard  to  the  money 
cost  of  disease.  The  objection  of  distance  from 
given  points  does  not  hold  in  practice.  During  the 
year  some  action  was  taken  ;  you  received  an 
invitation  from  the  Cowes  Urban  District  Council  to 
join  them  in  providing  an  isolation  hospital.  You 
are  prepared  to  join  the  Urban  District  Councils  of 
East  and  West  Cowes,  and  the  Corporation  of 
Newport,  in  making  such  provision,  and  such  an 
arrangement  would  probably  afford  the  most  satis¬ 
factory  provision  for  the  populations  concerned  ; 
but  your  experiences  in  the  past  will  serve  to  guide 
you  in  the  present 

At  the  time  of  the  very  considerable  epidemic  of 
small-pox  in  London  the  probabilities  were  the 
disease  would  be  introduced  into  the  Isle  of  Wight 
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and  into  your  District.  You  instructed  me  to  make 
provision  for  meeting  such  a  possible  emergency. 
This  I  did  by  securing  the  offer  both  of  a  suitable 
house  sufficiently  remote,  and  of  a  ship,  intending  to 
be  guided  in  my  choice  of  one  or  the  other  by  circum¬ 
stances,  but  in  either  case  the  agreement  was  to 
purchase.  This  would  have  involved  considerble 
outlay,  and  although  it  was  not  worth  consideration 
if  the  enormous  expense  of  an  outbreak  of  small-pox 
could  be  avoided,  it  was  satisfactory  that  a  better 
way  of  meeting  the  difficulty  was  found.  The  Cowes 
Port  Sanitary  Authority  upon  which  you  are  repre¬ 
sented,  offered  their  hospital  ship  for  the  isolation  of 
small-pox  cases  to  such  of  the  sanitary  authorities  as 
chose  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  an  offer  which  you  at 
once  accepted.  Suitable  arrangements  were  made 
by  a  Committee  of  the  County  Council,  and  most 
excellent  means  of  protecting  the  community  from 
this  truly  terrible  scourge  was  provided.  Your  share 
of  the  expense  was  well  spent  as  a  premium  of 
assurance  against  disease 

In  Germany,  small-pox  is  virtually  stamped  out. 
This  is  supposed  to  be  due  to  the  efficiency  of 
vaccination  and  re-vaccination  as  practised  in  that 
country.  I  have  no  desire  to  enter  into  what  is  a 
vexed  question  in  your  District,  but  I  may  say  I 
have  endeavoured  to  judge,  as  I  have  had  opportu¬ 
nities,  of  the  degree  in  which  the  population  are 
protected  in  your  District  against  small-pox  by 
vaccination.  So  far  as  my  observations  have  gone  I 
am  unable  to  report  that  my  conclusions  are  satis¬ 
factory.  Those  best  able  to  judge  are  of  opinion 
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that  fresh  enactments  upon  this  subject  are  necessary 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  health  and  also  of 
economy,  for  the  money  cost  of  an  epidemic  of 
small-pox  is  enormous.  Probably  in  the  near  future 
re-vaccination  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  thirteen 
will  be  made  compulsory  with  the  reservations  which 
now  exist.  In  this  manner  protection  will  be  afforded 
during  the  more  valuable  periods  of  life.  The 
authority  administering  the  Vaccination  Acts  in 
the  future  will  probably  be  the  County  Council  and 
not  the  Sanitary  Authority,  although  there  would 
seem  to  be  a  strong  body  of  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
Acts  being  administered  direct  by  a  central  depart¬ 
ment  of  State.  The  tendency  would  appear  to  be 
to  endow  the  County  Councils  with  administrative 
functions  which  at  the  present  time  would  seem 
more  properly  to  belong  to  the  District  Councils. 
However  unfortunate  this  may  seem  to  be  from 
many  points  of  view,  it  would  appear  to  be  inevitable 
in  the  interests  of  the  community,  if  the  District 
Councils  will  not  perform  the  duties  and  accept  the 
responsibilities  imposed  upon  them  by  the  law.  The 
idea  is  that  the  wider  the  area  of  administration,  the 
broader  will  be  the  view  taken.  This  does  not 
necessarily  follow  unless  the  area  is  sufficiently  wide 
to  render  the  Council  independent  of  local  prejudices, 
animosities  and  rivalries  ;  moreover,  to  deprive 
District  Councils  of  responsibilities  must  tend  to 
weaken  them  still  further,  and  the  administration  of 
the  Rural  Districts  will  pass  gradually  to  the  towns. 
The  tendencv  alreadv  is  in  this  direction  and  it  is 
not  for  the  general  good.  The  original  intention 
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was  that  the  Count}-  Councils  should  be  controlling 
bodies,  that  they  should  see  to  it  that  the  District 
Councils  administered  the  law  faithfully  and  not 
that  they  or  their  committees  should  themselves 
administer  and  interfere  in  a  vexatious  manner 
with  petty  matters  of  detail.  If  the  County  Councils 
become  administrative  bodies  the  central  control  of 
the  great  Departments  of  State  should  be  strength¬ 
ened.  In  connection  with  education,  for  example, 
the  claim  that  the  District  Sanitary  Authorities 
should  be  excluded  from  the  control  over  the  schools 
in  sanitary  matters,  which  they  possess  at  present, 
would  be  intolerable. 

You  do  not  possess  a  disinfector;  it  would  be 
sometimes  useful.  During  the  past,  as  in  previous 
years,  disinfection  and  cleansing  of  infected  rooms 
has  been  done  in  every  case  of  notifiable  disease.  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  to  disinfect  always, 
and  when  disinfection  has  been  done  by  nurses  and 
others  it  must  be  repeated  by  them.  Sulphurous 
acid  gas  is  used  in  your  District  because  it  is 
economical,  readily  applied,  and  is  found  in  practice 
to  be  effectual.  Disinfectants,  as  carbolic  acid,  are 
supplied  in  every  case  :  it  has  been  urged  that  they 
should  be  supplied  only  to  persons  who  cannot  afford 
to  purchase  them,  but  such  a  rule  would  be  directly 
contrary  to  efficient  sanitary  administration. 

The  communicability  of  consumption  is  a  very 
difficult  subject  in  practical  sanitary  administration. 
The  long  continuance  of  the  disease  in  many  cases, 
and  the  ability  of  the  subjects  of  it  to  engage  in  the 
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for  lengthened  periods,  render  active  interference  in 
any  form  ill  advised  or  impracticable,  at  least  in  the 
earlier  stages  of  the  affection.  Phthisis  is  often  un¬ 
recognised  for  a  considerable  time,  and  examples  of 
recovery  from  it,  or  in  which  its  progress  is  so  slow 
that  life  continues  to  old  age,  are  present  in  all  parts 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  It  has  been  strongly  urged 
that  the  notification  of  phthisis  should  be  made 
compulsory,  and  in  some  places  voluntary  notifica¬ 
tion  of  phthisis  obtains.  This  may  be  desirable  in 
the  crowded  districts  of  great  cities,  the  assessable 
value  of  which  admits  of  the  establishment  of  sana¬ 
toria  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  consumption  ;  but 
in  such  a  District  as  yours,  in  which  such  institu¬ 
tions  maintained  out  of  the  sanitary  rate  are  not 
likely  to  exist  for  many  years,  notification  has  not 
seemed  to  me  to  promise  many  advantages ;  and 
even  if  means  of  isolation  obtained,  both  the  patient 
and  his  family,  in  the  majority  of  advanced  cases, 
would  resent  the  suggestion  of  separation.  Without 
notification  the  presence  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  be  regarded  as  an  intrusion.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  medical  attendant  to  teach  his  phthisical 
patient  how  to  live,  and  to  inform  his  friends  that 
the  disease  is  communicable,  and  of  the  precautions 
which  should  be  taken  to  avoid  infection.  In  some 
instances,  especially  during  the  past  year,  I  have 
suggested  disinfection  after  death,  but  more  than 
once  I  have  been  told,  if  it  was  necessary  after  death, 
it  was  necessary  during  life.  I  have  personally  dis¬ 
infected  rooms  in  order  to  meet  the  susceptibilities 
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of  the  friends  who  objected  to  the  presence  of  the 
inspectors  ;  and  I  have  secured  the  cleansing  of  the 
rooms  occupied  by  the  patient,  or  their  prolonged 
exposure  to  air  and  sun  before  they  were  again 
occupied.  The  whole  question  has  occupied  my 
thoughts  very  seriously  for  many  years,  and  so  far  as 
your  District  is  concerned,  while  it  may  be  well  to 
have  printed  a  few  simple  directions,  I  have  not  yet 
seen  reason  to  alter  my  opinion  that  until  public 
sentiment  changes  upon  the  subject,  it  is  not  de¬ 
sirable  to  interfere  actively  in  cases  of  phthisis,  and 
not  at  present  to  disinfect  after  the  deaths  of  such 
cases,  unless  requested  to  do  so. 
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Whil  e  in  your  District  during  the  year  under  re¬ 
view  the  small  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease 
has  been  unprecedented,  epidemic  diseases  have 
prevailed,  and  good  illustrations  have  been  afforded 
of  the  course  taken  by  the  authorities  of  public  ele¬ 
mentary  schools  in  the  presence  of  these  diseases. 
Where  the  attendances  have  dwindled  appeals  have 
been  made  to  close  the  school,  and  at  the  same  time 
often  request  has  been  made  to  send  a  certificate  tor 
the  Board  of  Education,  that  the  “  grant  ”  may  be 
secured.  But  no  advantage  accrues  to  the  interests 
of  the  public  health  under  such  circumstances.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  there  will  be  greater  reciprocity  in  the 
future,  and  that  when  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria 
appears  among  the  scholars,  even  though  there  be 
but  two  or  three  cases,  the  school  authorities  will  be 
amenable,  and  that  the  managers  will  be  more 
willing  than  in  the  past  that  the  school  shall  remain 
closed  a  sufficient  length  of  time.  The  recrudescence 
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of  diphtheria  in  Totland  at  the  end  of  the  year,  was 
due  to  the  too  early  re-opening  of  the  school.  The 
objection  is  urged  that  children  are  associated  out¬ 
side  the  schools  ;  but,  as  I  said  in  my  last  Annual 
Report  :  “  I  know  scarcely  a  school  in  your  District 
the  air  of  which  is  fit  to  breathe  after  it  has  been 
occupied  an  hour  or  less,  excepting  where  the  win¬ 
dows  and  doors  are  open  in  hot  weather”;  but  in 
the  open  air  “  they  are  not  crowded  together,  and 
the  pure  air  of  the  country  and  sunshine  are  inimical 
to  the  poisons  which  produce  disease.”  The  effect 
of  the  changes  provided  for  by  the  much  disputed 
Education  Act  of  1902,  which  constitutes  the  County 
Council  the  Education  Authority  in  rural  districts, 
will  probably  be  for  good  in  a  sanitary  sense.  The 
schools  will  be  better  ventilated  and  less  crowded,  a 
much  larger  cubic  air  space  for  each  child  being  re¬ 
quired.  Whatever  may  be  the  desire  in  some 
quarters,  it  is  to  be  hoped  there  will  be  no  interfer¬ 
ence  in  the  new  Code  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority  as  regards  public  elementary 
schools. 

With  the  exception  of  Ereshwater  you  have  ful¬ 
filled  your  obligations  in  those  more  populous  por¬ 
tions  of  your  District  which  you  scavenge,  and 
Bonchurch  has  been  added  to  the  list,  but  the 
scavenging  of  Wroxall  is  still  delayed.  This  delay 
may  precipitate  the  sewering  of  Wroxall,  which  will 
be  costlv  and  difficult.  As  regards  Freshwater  the 
conditions  become  worse  week  by  week.  In  such  a 
scattered  place  if  you  trebled  your  efforts  it  is  ex- 


Scavenging. 


34 


Scavenging 
refuse  of  the 
Towns. 


Water  supply 
and  sewerage. 


Water  supply 


tremely  doubtful  if  you  would  contend  with  the 
sanitary  situation  successfully. 

The  urban  authorities  deposit  their  scavenging 
refuse  in  your  District.  It  should  be  burnt,  but  if  it 
is  taken  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  towns  it  is 
incumbent  upon  those  authorities  to  protect  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  your  District  from  nuisances,  by  pro¬ 
viding  in  their  scavenging  contract  for  its  deposit  at 
a  distance  from  the  highway,  and  from  any  house. 
The  town  refuse  of  Newport  deposited  in  your  Dis¬ 
trict  has  been  a  constant  source  of  complaint  of  late 
years.  You  ordered  the  removal  of  a  considerable 
deposit  near  the  highway  at  Forest  Side,  but  this 
was  not  effectually  done. 

Year  by  year,  in  spite  of  many  difficulties  and 
halting  methods  and  inherent  weaknesses  of  ad¬ 
ministration,  and  although  a  narrow  parochialism 
has  been  permitted  to  bar  progress  too  often,  you 
have  added  to  the  permanent  safeguards  of  the 
public  health  in  your  District  by  works  of  sewerage 
and  water  supply.  You  are  trustees  for  the  future, 
and  in  fulfilling  your  obligations  as  such  you  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  you  are  providing  for  the 
safety  and  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
people  of  that  portion  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  the  affairs 
of  which  you  administer,  not  only  in  the  present  but 
for  long  years  to  come. 

There  are  those  still  living  who  remember  that 
when  cholera  visited  the  Isle  of  Wight  some  fifty  or 
sixty  years  ago  the  mortality  was  appalling.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  the  eause  was  that  the  wells  and  streams 
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and  ponds  which  were  the  chief  sources  of  drinking 
water  in  those  days,  became  contaminated  with 
cholera  poison  ;  and  the  people  wore  small  bags  of 
camphor  to  ward  off  infection!  Only  once  since  that 
time  has  pestilence  in  our  midst  impressed  the  public 
imagination  to  the  same  degree.  In  1894  there  was 
an  epidemic  of  enteric  fever,  because  the  poison  of 
enteric  fever  had  found  access  to  the  Newport  public 
water  supply.  The  people,  apparently,  had  lost  faith 
in  the  efficacy  of  camphor,  and  no  longer  carried  it 
about  their  persons.  For  the  avoidance  of  such 
catastrophies  drinking  water  must  be  obtained  from 
a  source  absolutely  free  from  the  risk  of  contamina¬ 
tion  by  the  poisons  which  produce  disease.  While 
in  your  District  there  are  waterless  clay  areas,  there 
are  other  areas  in  which  underground  water  is  abun¬ 
dant,  but  the  soil  is  very  porous,  and  the  wells  sunk 
in  it  are  particularly  liable  to  pollution.  Fortunately, 
however,  there  is  no  part  of  it  which  may  not  be 
supplied  independently  with  the  purest  water,  free 
from  the  possibility  of  contamination,  if  the  supply 
is  constant,  assuming,  of  course,  that  the  distributing 
mains  are  properly  laid  and  the  joints  perfectly  se¬ 
cured.  You  have  availed  yourselves,  to  a  consider¬ 
able  extent,  of  the  advantages  which  the  geology  and 
topography  of  your  District  offer  for  providing  such 
supplies,  and  during  the  past  year  you  have  not  only 
completed  the  works  in  progress  in  several  parishes, 
but  you  have  formulated  schemes  for  extending 
similar  benefits  to  other  parishes. 


In  my  last  Annual  Report,  page  27,  I  traced  the 
history  of  the  water  question  at  Bembridge.  You 
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have  become  possessed  of  two  sources  of  supply, 
only  one  of  which— that  from  the  Bembridge  Lime¬ 
stone — is  at  present  in  use.  Although  wholesome  as 
a  drinking  water  this  limestone  water  is  exceedingly 
hard,  and  is  consequently  not  the  most  suitable  for 
domestic  purposes.  It  is  led  by  gravitation  from 
St.  Urian’s  well  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Bem- 
bridge  marshes  to  the  site  of  the  original  well,  from 
whence  it  is  pumped  to  a  reservoir  on  the  hill  upon 
the  slopes  of  which  Bembridge  is  built.  The  well 
referred  to  was  sunk  to  the  Headon  beds,  from  which 
a  much  softer  water  is  obtained,  and  was  used  for  a 
time,  but  the  bore  hole  became  chocked,  and  it  was 
abandoned.  You  have  taken  expert  advice  with  a 
view  to  win  this  water  again  for  the  public  use,  and 
it  seems  probable,  by  the  aid  of  modern  appliances, 
and  especially  by  pneumatic  pumping,  this  source  of 
supply,  carried  deeper,  will  once  more  become  avail¬ 
able.  The  distribution  of  the  independent  supply 
you  have  purchased  is  as  yet  very  limited,  and  you 
have  determined  to  extend  it  as  soon  as  you  can 
arrange  to  do  so.  It  is  most  desirable  this  work 
should  be  completed  before  the  annual  drought  sets 
in,  that  the  fixing  of  stand  pipes  in  the  streets,  which 
was  done  last  summer  as  in  previous  years,  may  be 
avoided. 

As  I  reported  last  year,  the  Brading  Parochial 
Committee  having  at  length  agreed  that  a  water 
supply  is  necessary,  requested  you  to  obtain  it  from 
the  Isle  of  Wight  Waterworks  Company.  Your  expe¬ 
rience  having  taught  you  that  when  possible  this  first 
necessity  of  life  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
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munitv,  you  made  a  provisional  arrangement  to 
purchase  a  piece  of  land  over  the  Upper  Greensand, 
from  which  you  hoped  to  he  able  to  pump  sufficient 
water  for  the  supply  of  Brading.  You  proposed  first 
to  spend  a  limited  amount  of  money  in  testing  the 
amount  of  water  available  from  this  source  of  supply, 
but  the  Committee  declined  to  assent,  and  you 
acquiesced  in  their  decision.  Having  regard  to  all 
the  circumstances  the  abandonment  of  your  very 
reasonable  proposal  would  appear  to  be  unfortunate. 

The  extension  of  the  Ryde  water  main  from  St. 
Helen’s  to  the  tiny  hamlet  of  Carpenters,  in  your 
District,  is  one  of  those  little  enterprises  which  add 
so  much  to  the  safety  and  convenience  and  comfort 
of  small  communities. 

Water  from  the  Upper  Greensand  has  been  laid 
on  during  the  year  to  the  houses  at  Apse  Heath. 

The  Apse  Heath  supply  has  been  continued  to  the 
village  of  Newchurch  and  the  hamlet  of  Langbridge; 
and  it  is  in  contemplation  by  the  owner  of  the  land 
and  of  the  water  to  extend  the  supply  to  other  por¬ 
tions  of  the  parish  of  Newchurch.  It  may  eventually 
reach  Alverstone. 

The  Ryde  Corporation  having  decided  very  wisely 
to  purchase  or  control  the  land  which  forms  the  base 
of  the  cone  or  collecting  area  of  a  portion  of  the 
supply  of  that  town,  you  have  appealed  to  them  to 
continue  to  furnish  the  houses  situated  upon  it  with 
water.  \\  ithout  materially  diminishing  the  supply  of 
their  borough — for  there  is  considerable  wastage  at 
present — which  they  are  right  to  carefully  guard,  the 
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Corporation  would  confer  a  great  benefit  upon  the 
people  living  in  cottages  beyond  their  property  by 
supplying  them  also. 

For  some  years  you  have  contemplated  supplying 
the  village  of  Arreton  from  the  Upper  Greensand. 
You  have  now  virtually  obtained  sanction  from  the 
owner  of  part  of  Arreton  Down  to  search  for  water 
on  his  land.  If  sufficient  can  be  found  at  the  point 
selected  the  site  will  have  the  advantage  of  greater 
altitude  than  that  formerly  chosen  further  west. 

During  the  summer  months  there  was  a  dearth  of 
water  at  Wootton.  Many  of  the  wells  in  the  gravel 
became  dry  or  almost  dry,  and  especially  those 
which  supply  the  new  houses  on  the  summit  of 
Wootton  Hill.  So  much  inconvenience  was  occa¬ 
sioned,  you  applied  to  the  Ryde  authorities,  who  had 
declined  to  supply  Wootton,  to  provide  a  temporary 
supply,  but  this  was  also  refused.  It  is  only  right  to 
say  that  the  first  duty  of  the  Corporation  of  Ryde, 
with  whom,  so  far  as  I  remember,  you  have  always 
maintained  very  friendly  relations,  is  to  their  own 
ratepayers.  It  is  to  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants 
that  the  districts  immediately  surrounding  Ryde 
should  be  kept  in  a  good  sanitary  state,  and  they 
are  all  now  supplied  with  Ryde  water.  Looking  to 
the  increase  of  population  in  the  future  it  is  probable 
there  will  be  no  little  difficulty  in  keeping  up  the 
water  supply  of  those  parishes  through  which  the 
Ryde  water  mains  now  run.  You  determined  to 
supply  Wootton  from  the  Chalk  at  Carisbrooke,  if 
possible,  and  you  applied  to  the  Corporation  of 
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Newport  accordingly.  The  negotiations  have  come 
to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  :  the  Corporation  are 
willing  to  sell  their  water  to  you  for  this  supplv  at 
tenpence  per  1000  gallons,  but  the)-  are  bound  by 
agreement  with  the  owner  of  the  land  from  beneath 
which  the  water  is  taken,  not  to  supply  other 
parishes  than  those  named  which  do  not  include 
North  Arreton,  without  his  permission.  He  is  appar¬ 
ently  not  unwilling  to  grant  this  permission,  but  he 
claims  a  royalty  which  may  be  twopence  a  1000 
gallons.  A  shilling  a  1000  gallons  for  water  cannot 
be  called  onerous  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  but  it  is  un¬ 
fortunate  a  royalty  is  demanded.  At  the  time  this 
suggested  source  of  supply  was  first  contemplated 
East  Cowes  was  likely  to  be  supplied  from  Newport, 
and  it  was  thought  Wootton  would  be  conveniently, 
supplied  from  the  main  laid  through  Whippingham 
to  East  Cowes.  The  question  of  royalty  practically 
determined  the  negotiations  between  East  Cowes 
and  Newport  and  the  conditions  changed.  The 
Whippingham  route  would  undoubtedly  be  the  best 
for  the  joint  supply  of  Wootton  which  is  situated 
partly  in  Whippingham  and  partly  in  North  Arreton, 
but  it  would  be  the  most  expensive ;  you  have 
decided,  therefore,  to  lay  a  smaller  main  for  about 
two  miles  from  Eairvhole,  the  Newport  boundary, 
along  the  East  Cowes  road,  and  to  carry  the  water 
main  to  Wootton  by  way  of  Staplers. 

1  he  waterless  area  east  of  the  Medina  estuary  whipping- 
where  the  Osborne  (  lav  is  at  the  surface,  in  the  ham  water 
material  no  less  than  in  the  sanitary  interests  of  the 
parish  of  Whippingham,  badly  needs  an  independent 
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water  supply,  and  this  will  be  in  part  provided  if  your 
present  intention  is  carried  out.  In  any  case  you 
must  forthwith  substitute  a  3m.  main  for  the  little 
pipe  from  which  the  water  dribbles  at  Fairlee.  Had 
East  Cowes  taken  the  wisest  course,  notwithstanding 
the  water  cost  the  ratepayers  rather  more  than 
Northwood  pays,  the  whole  of  the  parish  of  Whip- 
pingham  would  have  had  a  water  supply  ;  but  as  I 
said  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  “  The  whole  subject 
points  to  the  necessity  of  the  community  purchasing 
the  water  for  its  needs  from  the  land  owner  out  and 
out,  and  of  an  alteration  in  the  law  which  would 
enable  sanitary  authorities  to  obtain  water  for  their 
public  supplies  by  provisional  order,  as  they  obtain 
land.”  It  may  be  that  Osborne  House  will  require 
water  from  Carisbrooke,  in  which  case  the  object 
you  have  in  view  may  be  attained. 

Staplers  is  one  of  the  places  in  your  District  which 
suffers  from  want  of  water.  As  you  proceed  along 
the  old  Ryde  road  from  Newport  you  pass  over  a 
clay  district  which  is  waterless  ;  as  you  mount  the 
hill  you  meet  the  gravel  which  caps  it.  The  wells 
sunk  in  it  rapidly  lose  their  water  in  dry  weather. 
It  is  by  this  route  you  propose  to  supply  Wootton, 
but  the  “  head  ”  of  water  is  not  sufficient  to  carry  it 
over  the  hill,  and  the  main  must  be  carried  at  a 
lower  level.  This  will  admit,  however,  of  the 
majority  of  the  Staplers  houses  being  supplied 
from  it. 

The  people  of  Gurnard  and  the  larger  part  of  the 
parish  of  Northwood  received  the  inestimable  blessing 
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of  a  good  water  supply  during  the  year,  a  consum¬ 
mation  the  realisation  of  which  the  imagination  of  the 
most  sanguine  day  dreamers  for  thirty  years  never 
pictured. 

The  details  of  the  Calbourne  water  supply  from 
the  Chalk  south  of  the  village  in  Lynch  Lane  have 
not  been  quite  settled .  The  water  must  he  pumped 
to  a  reservoir  from  which  it  will  be  distributed 
throughout  the  parish  as  the  Parochial  Committee 
have  requested.  It  was  proposed  to  do  this  by 
means  of  a  ram,  but  it  has  been  found  to  be  im¬ 
practicable.  To  meet  the  present  requirements  of 
the  parish  a  powerful  wind-mill  pump  will  probably 
be  found  sufficient,  and  if  so  it  is  very  desirable  in  a 
poor  parish  that  it  should  be  used.  I  can  only 
repeat  that  “  the  chairman  of  the  Parochial  Com¬ 
mittee,  whose  public  spirit  has  been  of  so  much 
assistance,  will  give  the  water,  and  the  devotion  of 
those  who  have  laboured  for  many  years  will  at  last 
receive  its  reward  when  Calbourne  receives  the 
greatest  blessing  it  ever  had.” 

The  magnificent  water  supply  from  the  Chalk  at 
Shalcombe  was  made  available  for  the  people  of 
Shalfleet  before  the  close  of  the  year.  It  yields 
3000  gallons  an  hour  and  the  supply  may  be  in¬ 
creased  to  a  large  extent  should  the  requirements  of 
the  future  demand  it.  The  parish  has  been  fortunate 
in  its  friends  who  insisted  in  years  gone  by  that  its 
well-being  and  other  advantages  should  be  secured 
by  a  water  supply,  a  suggestion  which  was  resented 
to  a  degree,  a  form  of  resistance  which  seems  in¬ 
credible  in  the  presence  of  this  great  work. 
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I  beg  again  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
with  the  exception  of  the  inhabitants  of  Calbourne,  in 
which  parish  a  water  scheme  is  in  progress,  the 
whole  of  the  population  of  the  north-west  portion  of 
your  District,  from  the  Needles  to  the  estuary  of  the 
Medina,  and  from  the  Downs  to  the  sea,  are  protected 
by  abundant  supplies  of  the  purest  water,  and  poss¬ 
ess  all  the  conveniences  and  advantages  which  such 
supplies  afford. 

Many  of  the  ratepayers  of  Freshwater  are  desirous 
of  obtaining  control  of  the  public  water  supplies  of 
the  Totland  Bay  Development  Company  and  the 
Freshwater  and  Yarmouth  Water  Company  upon 
which  they  are  dependent.  At  their  request  you 
placed  yourselves  in  communication  with  these  two 
companies  and  found,  as  you  probably  expected, 
they  were  not  anxious  to  sell,  or  only  at  a  price 
which  the  parishes  would  most  likely  consider 
prohibitive.  This  action  of  yours  recalls  the  time 
some  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  ago,  when  the  Isle 
of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  were  strongly 
advised  to  give  Freshwater  a  water  supply.  The 
proper  source  of  the  supply  was  indicated  and  the 
probable  cost  was  worked  out.  In  an  Annual 
Report  they  were  informed  they  could  not  escape 
from  their  responsibilities  by  ignoring  them.  They 
sheltered  themselves  behind  the  plea  the  parish  did 
not  wish  it,  and  it  certainly  did  not  wish  it,  notwith¬ 
standing  excessive  mortality  from  preventable  dis¬ 
eases  attributable  in  large  measure  to  polluted 
drinking  water.  It  was  said  at  the  time  that  poor 
little  Freshwater  would  be  ruined  by  the  cost  of  a 
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water  supply,  so  its  wishes  were  granted  by  the 
authorities  and  it  went  to  sleep  again  until  it  found 
itself  being  exploited  by  a  water  company.  It  is  not 
pleasant  te  remember  that  Freshwater  was  en¬ 
couraged  to  resist  a  water  supply  by  outsiders  who 
had  selfish  objects  to  serve,  and  it  is  sad  to  remem¬ 
ber  that  some  of  the  most  violent  opponents  of  the 
suggestions  have  passed  away  leaving  to  the  future 
bitter  regrets  that  they  were  not  wiser  in  their 
generation.  The  lesson  taught  was  of  little  avail 
when  the  time  came  to  attempt  to  sewer  Freshwater. 

The  parish  of  Chale  has  now  its  water  supply,  in  Chale 
securing  which,  you  have  been  much  indebted  to  the  water  suPPb 
loyalty  and  assistance  of  the  Local  Committee  and 
the  goodwill  of  its  Chairman.  The  absence  of  serious 
opposition  was  doubtless  due  to  causes  sufficiently 
apparent  to  those  familiar  with  the  parish.  As  I 
have  before  said,  it  is  seemly  that  those  responsible 
should  originate  and  bring  to  completion  such  an 
important  sanitary  undertaking,  and  one  which  has 
such  far  reaching  possibilities. 

I  have  already  called  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  Atherfield,  in  the  parish  of  Shorwell,  is  badly  off 
for  water.  The  question  whether  it  is  to  be  supplied 
from  Chale  or  from  some  source  in  the  Upper  Green¬ 
sand  to  the  west  demands  your  attention. 

bor  some  years  von  have  sought  a  suitable  source  Niton 
from  which  to  supply  Niton  with  water.  You  chose  water  supply- 
at  length  the  Upper  Greensand  springs  at  Downcourt, 
as  securing  the  advantage  of  a  supply  by  gravitation  ; 
but  there  were  supposed  legal  difficulties  in  the  way 
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of  your  purchasing  them.  The  subject  has  been  in 
abeyance  during  the  year.  You  would  probably  find 
further  north  and  at  a  greater  elevation  sufficient 
water  for  your  purpose. 

You  have  selected  a  site  for  a  reservoir  from  which 
to  supply  the  parish  of  Godshill,  south-east  of  the 
village,  and  at  a  great  height  above  it.  In  the 
autumn,  your  representatives  met  the  owner  of  the 
land  and  his  agents  on  the  spot,  and  negotiations  for 
acquiring  this  desirable  water  supply  from  the  Upper 
Greensand  are  in  progress. 

The  main  led  from  Carisbrooke  to  supply  Bow- 
combe  and  Idlecombe  has  been  extended  to  Row- 
borough  and  Rowborough  cottages  on  the  same 
estate.  This  main  is  part  of  the  price  Newport  had 
to  pay  for  its  new  water  supply.  Only  a  short 
distance  south  of  the  cottages  is  Chiverton  Farm,  a 
dairy  place,  the  water  supply  of  which  is  inadequate. 
As  the  Corporation  were  unable  without  sanction  to 
supply  it,  you  have  applied  to  the  over-lord.  In  the 
interests  of  the  community  it  is  of  the  first  importance 
the  benefits  of  such  an  abundant  water  supply  as 
Newport  possesses,  should  be  extended  as  widely  as 
possible. 

You  applied  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
sanction  schedules  of  proposed  charges  for  water 
supply  in  the  parishes  of  Northwood,  Shalfleet,  Chale 
and  Newchurch,  and  an  Inquiry  was  ordered  and 
held  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Board  to  determine  the 
reasonable  cost  at  which  a  supply  of  water  may  be 
required  to  be  furnished  to  houses  in  these  parishes. 
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This  Inquiry  was  very  useful — as  most  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  Inquiries  are  for  the  same  reason — apart 
from  the  direct  object  of  it,  inasmuch  as  the  Inspector 
enunciated  certain  principles  for  your  guidance  in 
administration.  One  of  these  was  that  the  water 
charges  or  rents  should  be  so  adjusted  as  to  meet  the 
amount  required  for  the  interest  and  sinking  funds 
for  the  repayment  of  the  loan.  With  the  best 
possible  intentions  your  charges  are,  perhaps,  rather 
low.  When  one  considers  how  great  is  the  economy  in 
saving  of  labour,  which  an  independent  water  supply 
gives,  to  say  nothing  of  insurance  against  the  risk  of 
disease,  one  is  inclined  to  wonder  even  after  long 
experience,  that  the  exceedingly  low  water  charges 
in  your  District  should  be  made  cause  of  complaint. 

The  residences  of  some  of  the  ratepayers  in  every 
parish  are  too  remote  to  admit  of  their  receiving  the 
direct  benefits  of  the  water  supply,  and  notwithstand¬ 
ing  they  have  indirect  protection,  it  is  scarcely  fair 
there  should  be  a  heavy  water  rate  to  which  they 
have  to  contribute  in  proportion  to  their  rating. 

As  population  becomes  concentrated  and  houses  Sewers, 
are  crowded  upon  area,  sewers  become  necessary, 
and  it  is  one  of  your  obligations  under  the  law  to 
construct  them  for  people  to  drain  into.  The  pro¬ 
vision  of  a  water  supply  should  precede  the  sewer, 
that  means  of  flushing  may  be  secured,  and  in  any 
case  a  water  supply  is  of  greater  necessity  than  a 
sewer.  But  an  abundant  water  supply  for  domestic 
use  must  of  necessity  force  on  sewerage,  and  you 
should  be  prepared  for  this.  You  have  taken  the 
correct  sanitary  course  in  providing  first  the  water 
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supplies  which  are  now  extending  over  your  District, 
and  your  duty  will  be  to  construct  sewers  as  they 
become  necessary.  There  have  been  exceptions  as 
at  Brading  and  at  Bembridge,  where  the  abatement 
of  sewage  nuisances  would  admit  at  last  of  no  delay, 
and  at  Godshill,  where  the  fact  of  an  irregular  sewer¬ 
age  system  was  frankly  accepted,  and  the  different 
sections  of  it  were  connected  up  ;  and  the  delay 
which  would  have  ensued  from  local  opposition  had 
an  endeavour  been  made  to  launch  a  water  scheme, 
left  no  doubt  as  to  the  right  course  to  take.  But  as  a 
rule  the  water  supply  has  been  provided  first,  and  the 
sewerage  alter,  and  during  most  years  a  certain 
amount  of  sewerage  work  is  projected  or  completed. 

The  year  1902  saw  the  completion  of  the  long 
debated  Gurnard  sewer,  and  the  fights  of  the  water 
faction  and  the  sewer  faction  happily  came  to  an 
end  by  the  provision  at  the  same  time  of  both  water 
supply  and  sewerage. 

The  sewer  of  the  new  road  was  apparently  not 
laid  deep  enough,  to  admit  of  all  the  houses  in  the 
Newnham  Road  to  the  north  of  it  draining  into  it. 
Another  road  parellel  to  and  north  of  the  new  road 
is  suggested,  and  the  sewer  which  it  is  proposed  to 
lay  in  it  would  take  the  sewage  of  these  undrained 
houses,  and  possibly  of  the  diouses  to  the  south  of 
Newport  road.  But  whether  a  bargain  between  your 
Council  and  the  owner  of  the  estate  can  be  brought 
about  remains  to  be  seen. 

Another  extension  of  the  Totland  sewer  has  been 
arranged  for,  this  time  towards  Alum  Bay.  This 
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and  the  smaller  extensions  from  time  to  time  to  take 
the  sewage  of  houses  hitherto  undrained  are  satis¬ 
factory  ;  but  it  is  not  satisfactory  to  take  up  a  sewer 
and  relay  it  a  greater  depth  that  houses  may  drain 
into  it,  as  has  been  done  at  Totland.  The  Sanitary 
Authority,  whose  business  it  is,  should  do  the  sanitary 
engineering  of  the  District  they  administer,  and  not 
leave  it  to  those  whose  business  it  is  not. 

Among  the  many  schemes  of  sewerage  from 
the  west  of  the  Island,  one  was  submitted  to 
you  by  the  Totland  Parochial  Committee,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  connect  that  portion  of 
the  parish  of  Totland  with  the  Totland  sewerage 
system  by  means  of  a  long  tunnel,  which  lies  within 
the  watershed  of  the  estuary  of  the  Yar,  and 
which  it  has  hitherto  been  proposed  to  drain  in  con¬ 
nection  with  Freshwater.  This  district  includes  the 
Avenue,  in  which,  perhaps,  sewage  nuisances  are 
more  in  evidence  than  elsewhere.  You  adopted  a 
scheme  for  sewering  this  district,  and  abandoned  it 
as  it  was  not  sanctioned  ;  you  adopted  another 
scheme  which  was  sanctioned,  and  you  abandoned 
that  ;  you  adopted  a  third  scheme  which  was  not 
sanctioned,  and  you  have  adopted  a  fourth  scheme 
which  is  now  before  the  Local  Government  Board. 
Before  you  adopt  another  and  a  separate  scheme  for 
Totland,  it  would  probably  be  advisable,  you  being 
responsible,  to  employ  a  “quantities”  surveyor  to 
estimate  the  cost. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  remarks  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Freshwater  sewer  contained  in  my  last 
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Annual  Report,  pp.  37  and  38.  You  applied  for  leave 
to  borrow  £24.500  for  carrying  out  your  latest  scheme 
to  bring  the  sewage  of  Freshwater  and  part  of  the 
parish  of  Totland  to  the  point  adopted  in  all  the 
recent  schemes,  and  to  pump  it  into  an  outfall  sewer 
which  it  is  proposed  to  run  down  the  valley  of  the 
Yar  to  the  sea  at  Norton,  near  the  Black  Rock. 
The  Local  Government  Board  have  informed  you 
among  other  things  that  the  cost  of  the  proposal  is 
under  estimated,  and  that  the  distance  to  which  it  is 
suggested  to  take  the  pipes  seaward  is  altogether 
insufficient.  These  are  entirely  engineering  matters 
upon  which  only  those  who  have  been  trained  to  the 
profession  of  engineering,  including  the  sanitary 
branch  of  it,  are  competent  to  give  an  opinion  ;  but 
if  you  had  submitted  the  scheme  to  one  or  more  of 
your  officers  for  report  before  you  adopted  it,  it  would 
at  least  have  been  pointed  out  to  you  that  on  the  face 
of  it,  it  must  cost  more  to  drain  into  the  Solent  at 
Norton,  than  to  drain  into  Freshwater  Bay,  to  do 
which  you  asked  sanction  to  borrow  the  same  sum 
of  money,  £24,500.  The  sanitary  state  of  Freshwater 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  much  worse  than  at  its 
beginning,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  it  is  worse  than 
it  was  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  state  of  things 
can  only  be  remedied  by  sewering  the  place. 

The  County  Council  delegated  to  your  Council  for 
the  District  you  administer,  the  power  they  possess 
under  the  Midwives  Act,  1902.  This  very  important 
Act  will  probably  create  a  far  larger  amount  of  evil 
than  it  will  remedy  ;  but  in  your  District  I  do  not 
imagine  it  will  have  much  efiect,  but  it  may  stimulate 
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some  of  the  monthly  nurses  to  become  certificated. 
All  they  require  to  know  for  the  public  good  are  the 
simple  laws  of  hygiene,  and  what  may  be  derived 
from  an  elementary  course  of  practical  instruction 
in  the  principles  of  a  purely  natural  process.  Beyond 
these  are  the  little  knowledge  which  is  proverbially 
dangerous. 

The  Inspectors  have  furnished  me  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  summaries  of  their  work. 


279 

35 

136 

5 
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NORTH-EAST  MEDENE. 

Summary  of  Work  done  during  1902. 

Number  of  nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  . . 

„  ,,  abated  without  final  notice 

,,  re-inspections  re  nuisances 

,,  final  notices  served  . . 

,,  houses  reported  unfit  for  human  habitation 

,,  ,,  placed  in  repair 

,,  ,,  closed 

,,  ,,  cleansed  and  disinfected 

,,  legal  proceedings  taken 

,,  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

,,  ,,  abated 

,,  privy  cesspools  provided  . .  . .  .  .  . .  3 

,,  privies  put  on  pail  system  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  3 

,,  wells  sunk  and  other  improved  supplies  of 

water  obtained 
,,  cleansed 

,.  ,,  closed.. 

,,  pumps  repaired 

,,  provided 

,,  houses  drained  and  connected  with  sewers 

house  drains  repaired  and  trapped 
refuse  and  accumulations  removed 
,,  dairies  inspected  and  re-inspected 

,,  ,,  limewashed  after  notice 

,,  bakehouses  inspected  and  re-inspected 

,,  ,,  limewashed  after  notice 

Districts  scavenged  -  Brading  and  Bembridge 

Plans  of  new  buildings  approved  by  R.D.C.  .. 

Inspections  made  of  new  buildings 

About  G17  yards  of  sewers  have  been  added  to  the  Binstead  system. 

>>  533  ..  ..  Bembridge  „ 


6 

17 

3 
29 

4 

7 

2 

2 

76 

r57 
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NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED. 


Bembridge  . .  Lane  End  . .  . .  4 

Binstead  ..  ..  New  Road  ..  ..  6 

North  Arreton  ..  Wootton  and  Down  End  4 

South  ,,  East  Standen  ..  ..  1 

Whippingham  . .  Fairlea  . .  . .  2 

Total  ..  1 7 


SOUTH-EAST  MEDENE. 
Summary  of  Work  done  during  1902. 


Number  of  nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  . .  . .  242 

,,  ,,  abated  without  final  notice  ..  ..  52 

,,  re-inspected  re  nuisance  ..  ..  ..  19 1 

,,  ,,  placed  in  repair  ..  ..  , .  ..  4 

,,  cleansed  and  disinfected  ..  ..  ..  10 

,,  Privies  put  on  pail  system. .  . .  . .  . .  7 

,t  wells  sunk  and  other  improved  supplies  of  water 

obtained,  including  Newchurch  supply  ..  29 

Laid  on  from  Lord  Alverston's  private  main  . .  . .  . .  1 

Number  of  drains  repaired  and  trapped  . .  . .  . .  9 

„  refuse  and  accumulations  removed  . .  . .  1 

,,  dairies  inspected  and  re-inspected  ..  ..  15 

,,  plans  of  new  buildings  approved  . .  ..  ..  10 

additions,  &c.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 

,,  Inspections  of  new  buildings  ..  ..  ..  71 

District  scavenged  — Bonchurch. .  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 


NEW  BUILDINGS. 


Arreton  (addition)  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Bonchurch  (addition)  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Godshill  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Niton  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Wroxall  (addition)  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Newchurch  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 

Whitwell  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Yarbridge  (addition)  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Total  ..  14 
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NORTH-WEST  MEDENE. 
Summary  of  Work  done  during  1902. 


Number  of  nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  ..  ..  389 

,,  ,,  abated  without  final  notice  ..  ..  60 

,,  re-inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  274 

,,  final  notices  served  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

,,  houses  reported  unfit,  &c.  . . 

,,  ,,  closed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  — 

,,  ,,  placed  in  repair  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

,,  ,,  cleansed  and  disinfected  ..  ..  ..  23 


legal  proceedings 
cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
,,  ,,  abated 


privy  cesspools  provided,  &c.  . .  . .  . .  30 

privies  put  on  the  pail  system  . .  . .  . .  26 

wells  sunk,  &c.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

,,  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

,,  closed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

pumps  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

houses  drained  and  connected  with  sewer  ..  17 

house  drains  repaired  and  trapped  ..  ..  21 

refuse  accumulations  removed  . .  . .  . .  — 

dairies  inspected  and  re-inspected  . .  . .  38 

,,  limewashed  after  notice  ..  ..  ..  6 


Districts  scavenged  —  Totland,  Freshwater  and  Yarmouth 
,,  sewered  and  houses  drained —Gurnard 
,,  supplied  with  water — Gurnard  and  Shalfleet 
Plan  of  new  buildings  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  33 

Number  of  buildings  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  52 

Inspections  made  of  new  buildings  ..  ..  ..  ..  276 

Cab  stands  paved  and  drained — Totland  and  Freshwater  . .  2 


NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED,  1902. 

Freshwater  . . 

. .  Church  District 

5 

, .  Freshwater  Gate 

3 

»  > 

Clayton  Lane 

4 

J  1 

Middleton 

4 

1 1 

Pound  Green 

2 

Yarmouth 

1 1 

Totland 

Central  Distrist 

3 

*»  •  • 

. .  Colwell 

6 

»>  •  • 

Alum  Bay 

1 

, ,  ,  , 

Avenue 

1 

»*  •  • 

..  Yorks 

1 

Northwood  . . 

Horsebridge  Hill 

2 

,, 

Gurnard 

2 

>• 

. .  Kew  Street 

1 

Total  . . 

46 

52 


SOUTH-WEST  MEDENE. 


Summary  of  Work  done  during  ig02. 


Number  of 

nuisances  and  other  matters  reported 

356 

„  abated  without  final  notice 

119 

>> 

re-inspections  made. . 

172 

)  > 

final  notices  served 

1 

houses  reported  unfit  for  habitation 

— 

,,  placed  in  habitable  repair  . . 

13 

»  » 

,,  closed  . . 

— 

*» 

,,  cleansed  and  disinfected 

3 

>  » 

legal  proceedings  taken 

— 

cases  of  overcrowding  reported  . . 

- 

yy 

,,  ,,  abated 

— 

1  » 

privy  cesspools  provided  and  properly  constructed 

6 

»  > 

,,  put  on  pail  system 

22 

)  J 

wells  sunk  and  other  improved  supplies  obtained 

26 

,,  closed  . . 

— 

,,  cleansed 

2 

•  y 

,,  defective  pumps  repaired 

1 

1 1 

pumps  provided 

— 

yy 

house  drains  connected  to  sewer  . . 

2 

•  y 

,,  repaired  and  trapped 

17 

y  y 

dairies  inspected  and  re-inspected 

30 

y  y 

,,  limewashed  after  notice  .. 

4 

Bakehouse 

limewashed  after  notice 

— 

District  scavenged — Carisbrooke. 

Districts  supplied  with  water — Chale  and  Shalfleet. 

Plans  approved  by  R.D.C. 

Houses  and  other  buildings 

12 

Inspections  of  new  buildings 

85 

NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED. 

Carisbrooke  Gunville  Lane  ..  ..  5 

,,  High  Street . .  . .  . .  2 

„  Recreation  Ground  .  . .  1 

,,  ,,  Pavilion  1 

Westminter  Mill  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Forest  Road  Parkhurst  . .  . .  . .  2 

Shorwell  ..  Limerstone  Road  ..  1 

Chale  (additions) 

Newbridge  (additions) 


Totol  ..  13 
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I  am  indebted  to  C.  I).  Vibert,  Esq.,  B.A.,  the 
Headmaster,  for  the  following  summary  of  metero- 
logical  observations  taken  at  the  Grammar  School, 
Newport,  which  is  between  40ft.  and  50ft.  above  the 
sea  level  : — 


Month. 

Maximum 

for 

Month. 

Minimum 
f<  >r 

Month. 

Mean  ! 
daily 
maxi¬ 
mum. 

Mean 

daily 

mini¬ 

mum. 

Mean 

Temp¬ 

erature. 

Rain¬ 
fall  for 
Month. 

Num¬ 
ber  of 
wet 
days. 

Greatest 
fall  in  one 
day. 

INCHES. 

INCHES. 

Jan.  .. 

53’4 
on  3rd. 

22 '2 
on  15th 

467 

380 

423 

1-05 

1 1 

30 

on  1st. 

Feb.  .. 

54  7 
on  2Sth. 

17'g 

on  16th. 

42-4 

3i  8 

37'1 

i-46 

IO 

■46 

on  22nd. 

Mar.  . . 

593 
on  27th 

28-1 
on  7th. 

53-3 

388 

4r),3 

2*21 

12 

'79 

on  14th. 

April  .  . 

63-1 
on  25th 

26-6 
on  7th. 

56'9 

39‘4 

48-2 

156 

9 

'45 

on  2 1st. 

May  .. 

719 
on  24th. 

29'5 
on  14th 

595 

41  '3 

5°'4 

1 76 

2  2 

*26 

on  22nd. 

June  . . 

79-2 
on  28th 

39  9 
on  18th. 

66  3 

50-4 

58  3 

235 

T5 

■52 

on  1 2th. 

July  .. 

84-9 
on  15th. 

41  '9 
on  12th 

71  8 

5i'3 

613 

1 '44 

I  I 

38 

on  19th. 

Aug.  . . 

78  1 

on  29th 

42‘3 
on  2nd 

69-8 

52-1 

60  9 

4'75 

10 

I  ‘21 

on  18th. 

Sept.  . . 

73' 

on  5th 

34-1 

on  19th. 

66  6 

49- 1 

57'9 

•79 

I  2 

•40 

on  2nd. 

Oct.  .. 

669 
on  loth 

330 
on  2 1  st . 

582 

43'4 

50-8 

2'66 

19 

'75 

on  15th. 

Nov.  . . 

6f8 

on  3rd. 

303 

on  19th 

521 

42*0 

47-0 

3  75 

15 

•60 

on  24th. 

Dec.  . . 

539 
on  17th 

24-9 
on  7th. 

45-3 

37'7 

4 1 '8 

221 

12 

52 

on  1st. 

For  year 

849 

J ly. 1 5th. 

r7'9 

Feb,  17th 

57-6 

43’° 

503 

26' 1 9 

158 

1*21 

Aug.  1 8th 

The  total  rainfall  in  1902,  at  Newport,  which  is 
about  two  miles  north  of  the  geographical  centre  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  the 
highland  of  the  central  range  of  upper  secondary 
rocks,  was  26ogin.  In  igoi  it  was  25'8gin.  ;  in 
Ig°°,  3i'46in. ;  in  i8gg,  25‘2gin. ;  in  i8g8,  28'24in. ; 
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in  1897,  26-g6in.;  in  1896,  2772m.;  in  1895,  29.15m.; 
in  1894,  3974m.  ;  in  1893,  28.53m.  ;  in  189^,  2477m.; 
in  1891 , 3876m.  ;  in  1890,  2671  in.  ;  in  1889,  2874m. ; 
in  1888,  2g‘02in. ;  in  1887,  24'43in. ;  in  1886.  38'07in.; 
in  1885,  2972m.  The  mean  rainfall  in  Newport  in 
the  ten  years  1893 — 1902,  was  28'87in. 

There  were  158  wet  days  at  Newport.  In  igoi 
there  were  133  wet  days;  in  1900,  176  ;  in  1899,  137; 
in  1898,  150;  1897,  172;  in  1896,  153;  in  1895,  149; 
in  1894,  183;  in  1893,  146;  in  1892,  172;  in  1891,  172; 
in  1890,  153;  in  1889,  163  ;  in  1888, 179;  in  1887, 141 ; 
in  1886,  202;  in  1885,  159.  The  mean  number  of 
wet  days  in  that  ten  years  1893 — 1902  was  155. 

The  minimum  temperature  for  the  year  was  177 
on  February  16th,  and  the  maximum  was  847  on 
July  15th. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  507  as  it 
was  in  1901. 

I  think  it  well  again  to  refer  to  the  low  night 
temperatures  of  Newport,  which  so  largely  effect  the 
averages,  for  the  information  of  those  at  a  distance 
who  read  these  Reports,  and  who  not  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  district,  enquire  of  me  in  the 
matter.  These  low  temperatures  are  probably  due 
to  several  causes  and  among  them  to  the  cold  clay 
soil  ;  but  the  most  potent  factor  is  apparently  the 
configuration  of  the  environment  of  Newport.  The 
heavy  cold  air  flows  down  the  hills  which  surround 
it  and  accumulates  in  the  valley. 

January  was  a  dull,  mild,  dry  month  with  soft 
westerly  winds,  and  little  frost.  Primroses,  poly- 
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anthuses  and  snowdrops  were  in  bloom  in  sheltered 
situations  in  the  middle  of  the  month.  The  mean 
temperature  4 2’3,  was  3  or  40  above  the  average  of 
the  month,  i’05in.  of  rain  fell  at  Newport  on  11  days, 
and  '83m.  at  R\de. 

February  was  a  dry,  cold,  dull  month,  with  bitter 
winds  from  N.W.  to  N.E.  The  mean  temperature 
37'i,  was  below  the  average,  i^bin.  of  rain  fell  at 
Newport  in  10  days,  and  i‘4?m  at  Ryde. 

March  was  a  mild,  genial,  but  somewhat  chang- 
able  month.  There  were  gales  from  the  S.W.  and 
W.  during  the  fourth  week.  The  mean  temperature 
46'3,  was  at  least  3  above  the  average.  2’2iin.  of 
rain  fell  at  Newport  in  12  days,  and  i’68in.  at  Ryde. 

April  was  dry  and  very  cold  at  the  beginning  of 
the  month,  and  N.  and  N.E.  winds  prevailed.  The 
mean  temperature  was  48‘2.  i’56in.  of  rain  fell  at 

Newport  in  9  days,  and  I’ggin.  at  Ryde. 

May  was  an  unusually  cold,  showery  month.  The 
mean  temperature  was  50‘4-  i'76in.  of  rain  fell  at 

Newport  in  22  days,  and  1 ’84111.  at  Rvde. 

June  was  an  unusually  cold,  wet  month,  the  wettest 
June  since  1888,  but  the  last  week  was  hue  and  hot, 
with  bright  sunshine.  2’55in.  of  rain  fell  at  Newport 
in  15  days,  and  2’23in.  at  Ryde. 

July  was  an  ungenial  month.  Thunderstorm  on 
the  1st  followed  by  dry  weather  until  the  1 8 1 h ,  when 
it  became  cold  and  gloomy.  The  mean  temperature 
was  6i’5  which  was  low  for  July.  1  * 4 4 i  1 1 .  of  rain  fell 
in  Newport  in  11  days,  and  '96m.  at  Ryde. 
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August  was  an  unseasonable  month,  cold,  cloudy 
and  wet.  The  mean  temperature  was  6o'g.  475m. 

of  rain  fell  at  Newport  in  10  days — i'2iin.  fell  on  the 
18th — and  4‘38in.  at  Ryde. 

September  was  a  pleasant,  very  dry  month,  com¬ 
mencing  with  a  few  unsettled  days  it  was  on  the 
whole  the  pleasantest  of  the  summer  months.  The 
mean  temperature  57'9-  ’ 79m •  of  rain  fell  at  Newport 
on  12  days  of  which  ^oin.  fell  on  the  2nd.  At  Ryde 
there  was  no  record. 

October  was  a  mild  month,  as  evidenced  by  vegeta¬ 
tion,  tender  plants  blooming  at  its  close.  The  mean 
temperature  was  50’8.  There  was  frequent  drizzle, 
2-66in.  of  rain  falling  in  19  days  at  Newport,  anti 
2'i3in.  at  Ryde. 

November  was  a  mild,  cloudy  month,  but  the  third 
week  was  cold,  and  there  was  frost  on  the  19th. 
Mean  temperature  47m.  375m.  of  rain  fell  at  New¬ 

port  in  15  days,  and  3'42in.  at  Ryde. 

December  was  a  gloomy  but  fairly  dry  month.  The 
first  few  days  were  mild,  but  there  was  a  cold  spell 
from  the  4th  to  the  12th.  On  the  7th  there  were 
7-3°  of  frost.  It  was  fairly  mild  for  the  rest  of  the 
month.  The  mean  temperature  was  4r8°.  2’2iin. 

of  rain  fell  at  Newport  in  12  days,  and  rbyin.  at 
Ryde. 

The  rainfall  at  Ryde  was  taken  at  Beldornie  Tower 
situated  at  the  sea  margin. 
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3.  THE  SANITARY  STATE  OE  THE 
DISTRICT  GENERALLY  AT  THE  END 
OF  THE  YEAR. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  epidemic  disease  was  widely 
spread  in  your  District,  but  there  was  a  minimum  of 
notifiable  diseases. 

Cases  of  diphtheria  were  convalescing  at  Totland. 

A  case  of  scarlet  fever  was  convalescent  at  Godshill. 

Cases  of  enteric  fever  in  one  family  were  present  in 
the  married  quarters  at  Parkhurst  Barracks. 

There  were  cases  of  chicken-pox  in  the  Alverstone 
section  of  your  District. 

Measles  was  epidemic  at  Whippingham. 

Whooping-cough  was  widely  prevalent  more  par¬ 
ticularly  along  the  south-west  coast  of  the  Island,  in 
the  central  district,  and  at  Arreton. 

A  place  of  summer  resort,  attractive  to  many  be¬ 
cause  of  its  scattered  rural  character  and  the  facilities 
it  affords  for  sea  bathing,  boating  and  golf,  Bembridge 
has  not  hitherto  been  in  so  potentially  statisfactory 
state  from  the  sanitary  standpoint  as  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1902.  A  water  supply  is  now  assured,  and 
if  the  arrangements  contemplated  are  carried  out, 
and  water  is  obtained  from  lower  Headon  beds  or  the 
Bagshot  Sands,  you  will  have  reason  for  congratula¬ 
tion  that  Bembridge  is  at  last  supplied  with  good 
water.  It  is  sewered  in  part,  but  the  sewer  is  imper¬ 
fectly  flushed.  The  Bembridge  section  is  not  free  at 


Health  of  the 
District. 

Diphtheria. 
Scarlet  fever. 
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East  Medene. 

Bembridge. 
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the  mouth  of  the  outfall  near  the  harbour.  It  is 
necessary  to  prevent  the  silting  up  as  far  as  possible 
by  dredging.  With  a  water  supply  it  is  possible  the 
scouring  of  thoroughly  good  flushing  will  assist  in 
keeping  the  mouth  of  the  outfall  clear  of  sand.  The 
Lane  End  section  will  also  be  better  flushed  than  at 
present.  It  discharges  among  rocks,  and  the  mouth 
of  the  sewer  is  free.  Bembridge  is  scavenged.  For 
nearly  twenty  years  I  have  described  in  my  Annual 
Reports  the  means  by  which  Bembridge  obtains 
water  for  all  purposes  at  present.  The  outlay  for  the 
new  supply  will  be  great,  but  Bembridge  can  afford 
it,  and  from  the  business  point  of  view,  which  is  the 
least  important,  it  will  be  a  splendid  investment. 
The  expense  would  have  seemed  less  had  it  been 
permitted  to  purchase  the  Gas  Works  for  the  £1000 
for  which  they  were  offered.  It  may  seem  pre¬ 
sumptuous  to  criticise,  although  no  one  will  be  in  the 
least  perturbed,  and  it  will  not  have  the  very  slightest 
effect,  but  it  does  seem  absurd  that  a  Rural  District 
Council  cannot  arrange  for  lighting  any  part  of  the 
district  it  controls,  while  a  Parish  Council  may  do  so 
provided  it  does  not  cost  more  than  a  certain  sum. 
Whatever  a  Rural  District  Council  may  be,  in  a  dis¬ 
trict  like  yours  important  towns  are  developing  under 
its  administration,  and  it  is  its  duty  to  see  that  the 
future  of  these  places  is  not  in  any  way  prejudiced. 
It  would  appear  as  if  those  responsible  concern 
themselves  only  with  the  present  in  such  matters. 
Perhaps  the  fault  lies  in  attempting  to  apply  one  set 
of  rules  to  every  district,  notlnvithstanding  the 
diverse  conditions  which  obtain.  Four  new  houses 
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were  erected  in  Bembridge  in  1902,  all  at  Lane  End, 
as  against  five  in  1901,  and  eight  in  1900. 

The  description  of  Brading,  at  the  end  of  1901,  Brading. 
applies  to  it  exactly  at  the  end  of  1902,  and  I  beg  to 
refer  you.  therefore,  to  my  last  Annual  Report,  pp.  50, 

51  and  52.  The  actual  cost  to  Brading  of  the  water 
supply  chosen,  will  probably  be  greater  than  it  would 
have  been  had  your  advice  been  taken,  and  it  will  be 
in  perpetuity  ;  but  the  place  has  waited  too  long  for 
water,  and  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  get  a  supply  even 
though  it  be  not  the  best  possible.  Brading  is 
scavenged.  No  house  was  built  during  the  year,  but 
an  addition  was  made  to  one  at  Yarbridge. 

The  little  waterless  hamlet  of  Carpenters,  north  of  Carpenters. 
Brading,  and  almost  at  the  boundary  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Helen’s,  is  about  to  receive  a  water  supply  by  an 
extension  of  the  St.  Helen's  main.  The  parish  of 
Brading  has  been  exploited  for  the  benefit  of  its 
neighbours  as  no  other  parish  has  been.  Probably 
Carpenters  was  not  considered  worth  including  in 
St.  Helen's  when  parts  of  Brading  were  absorbed 
which  should  never  have  been  permitted  to  be  taken. 

The  Inquiry  held  was  not  creditable  to  those  con¬ 
cerned  in  it;  and  permit  me  to  say  the  responsibility 
must  rest  upon  the  Rural  District  Council,  as  no 
appeal  was  made  against  the  Order  of  the  County 
Council. 

Another  small  hamlet  to  the  east  of  Brading,  Yaverland. 
laverland,  has  a  verv  insufficient  water  supply,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  dry  summers.  I  lie  Sandown  main  could 
be  extended  to  Yaverland,  at  no  great  cost.  Yaver- 
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land  has  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  few  rural 
parishes  which  increased  in  population  during  the 
decennium  1892 — igoi. 

The  hamlet  of  Adgestone  is  closely  associated  with 
Trading  from  which  it  is  distant  about  a  mile  to  the 
south.  There  is  a  public  well  at  the  north  of  the 
scattered  hamlet.  Its  water  supply  is  deficient,  but 
it  may  be  readily  and  inexpensively  increased. 

The  next  hamlet  to  the  south  along  the  valley  of 
the  Yav  is  Alverstone,  which  obtains  its  water  supply 
from  surface  wells  liable  to  pollution.  It  is  said  that 
its  owner  contemplates  supplying  it  independently. 

Between  Alverstone  and  Newchurch  is  Knighton, 
where  the  Ryde  Waterworks  are  situated,  a  place  of 
less  relative  importance  than  in  the  18th  century.  It 
is  in  part  supplied  from  the  Waterworks,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  this  supply  will  be  extended  when  the  purchase 
contemplated  by  the  Ryde  Corporation  is  completed. 

The  little  collection  of  houses  close  to  Newchurch, 
in  which  diphtheria  has  taken  its  toll  of  life  in  the 
past,  has  now  its  water  supply.  This  picturesque 
and  secluded  district  of  the  lower  Yar  valley  will 
again  become  important  when  a  convenient  highway 
is  carried  through  it  from  Horringford  to  Trading, 
and  when  the  enterprise  of  the  people  is  stimulated 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  afforded  by  its 
natural  advantages,  for  no  section  of  your  District  is 
better  adapted  for  growing  fruit  and  vegetables  and 
flowers  for  market.  Should  it  become  populous,  it  is 
satisfactory  to  know  that  water  mains  may  be  readily 
extended  for  its  supply. 
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It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  present  sanitary  Newchurch. 
state  of  many  of  your  villages  with  their  condition  in 
the  past.  Among  these,  the  contrast  between  the 
Newchurch  of  to-day  and  the  Newchurch  of  only  a 
few  years  back,  is  very  great,  and  although  pig 
nuisances  are  too  much  in  evidence  in  summer, 
improvements  are  effected  from  year  to  year,  such  as 
that  effected  during  the  past  year  by  the  filling  up 
the  hollow  in  the  farmyard  in  the  midst  of  the  village, 
which  has  been  an  oppressive  nuisance  so  long;  and 
the  water  supply  has  completely  changed  the  sanitary 
aspect  of  the  place.  Four  new  houses  were  built  in 
1902. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  Apse  Heath  has  been  Apse  Heath, 
completely  changed  by  the  water  supply  and  sewer¬ 
age  which  its  owner  has  given  it. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  Wroxall  was  in  about  the  Wroxall. 
same  condition  as  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year. 

Building  enterprise  has  apparently  subsided  for  the 
present,  only  an  addition  to  a  house  having  been 
made  during  the  year.  The  effect  of  its  water  supply 
has  been  very  great,  as  may  be  proved  by  reference 
to  my  fourth  Annual  Report.  Scavenging  cannot, 
however,  be  much  longer  delayed.  Wroxall  practi¬ 
cally  drains  into  the  stream,  although  this  fact  is  far 
less  obvious  than  formerly,  and  the  stream  supplies 
with  drinking  water  a  considerable  population  to 
which  you  have  decided  to  add  the  inhabitants  of 
your  District  resident  in  Brading. 

Renowned  for  its  scenic  beauty,  Bonchurch,  situ-  Honchurch. 
ated  on  the  south-east  coast  of  the  Island,  and 


almost  continuous  with  Ventnor  on  the  east,  is  one 
of  the  most  attractive  places  of  health  resort  in  your 
District.  It  has  been  difficult  to  reassure  its  visitors, 
for  Bonchurch  had  at  one  time  an  evil  sanitary 
reputation.  It  is  now  supplied  with  water  from 
Ventnor  Waterworks,  and  although  it  has  cesspit 
drainage,  seeing  that  no  underground  water  is  used, 
the  public  health  is  well  safeguarded.  An  additional 
security  has  been  obtained  as  Bonchurch  is  now 
scavenged.  Another  house  was  enlarged  during  the 
past  year. 


St.  Lawrence, 
Whitwell 
Unciercliff, 
and  Niton 
Undercliff. 


The  great  sanitary  difficulty  of  the  Undercliff  is  its 
water  supply.  The  Cliff,  from  which  it  takes  its 
name,  is  of  Upper  Greensand  formation,  the  terrace 
upon  which  the  houses  are  built  is  of  Gault,  a  sandy 
blue  clay,  which  underlies  a  stratum  of  some  thick¬ 
ness  of  debris  of  Upper  Greeensand  which  has  fallen 
and  is  constantly  falling  from  the  Cliff,  which  rises 
like  a  high  wall  sheltering  it  for  much  of  its  length 
from  the  north  and  north-west,  and  farther  south 
from  the  north  and  north-east.  There  must,  there¬ 
fore,  be  abundant  water  not  only  in  the  present 
surface  layers  of  the  terrace  for  the  most  part,  but  at 
the  foot  of  the  Cliff  where  the  Greensand  joins  the 
Gault.  Wells  are  sunk  to  supply  the  houses,  but 
cesspits  are  also  sunk  in  their  vicinity  to  drain  them. 
It  is  the  condition  which  obtains  at  Bonchurch  on 
the  east  of  the  Undercliff  without  the  independent 
water  supply  which  renders  Bonchurch  safe.  All 
that  is  needed  is  the  proper  collection  of  the  water  in 
reservoirs  at  the  foot  of  the  Cliff,  where  it  is  not 
liable  to  pollution,  and  its  distribution.  This  need 


has  been  pointed  out  from  year  to  year  for  many 
years;  but  the  question  became  acute  in  the  autumn 
when  complaint  was  made  that  houses  at  St.  Law¬ 
rence  were  without  a  sufficiency  of  wholesome  water 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  within  a  reason¬ 
able  distance,  and  that  you  were  not  carrying  out  the 
Public  Health  (W  ater)  Act  in  this  section  of  your 
District,  which  it  is  your  duty  to  do.  If  the  flow  of 
water  were  increased  at  the  source  from  which  the 
houses  referred  to  obtain  their  supply,  there  would 
still  remain  the  fact  that  those  with  an  abundant 
supply  obtain  it  from  surface  wells  liable  to  pollution. 
The  Royal  National  Hospital  for  Consumption  is 
supplied  from  a  reservoir  in  the  manner  indicated  ; 
and  if  a  similar  source  of  supply  cannot  be  obtained 
for  the  whole  of  St.  Lawrence  at  a  sufficient  elevation, 
it  w'ould  be  a  simple  matter  to  raise,  possibly  by  a 
wind  pump,  some  of  the  water  now  running  to  the 
sea  to  a  reservoir  at  the  summit  of  the  cliff.  There 
is  the  obstacle  that  the  Ventnor  Gas  and  Water 
Company  have  powers  which  enable  them  to  supply 
St.  Lawrence,  but  they  may  think  it  wise  not  to 
exercise  them,  having  regard  to  the  requirements  of 
area  to  which  they  are  committed.  The  independ¬ 
ent  supply  should,  of  course,  be  distributed  to 
Whitwell  Undercliff,  as  well  as  to  the  parish  of 
St.  Lawrence.  Niton  Undercliff  will  be  supplied  in 
connection  with  the  proposed  supply  to  the  village  of 
Niton.  It  has  already  a  supply  imperfectly  distributed 
in  agricultuarl  drain  pipes,  and  liable  to  pollution. 

1  he  Gault  village  of  Whitwell  has  its  independent 
water  supply  from  Bereley,  which  the  small  hamlets 
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of  Nettlecombe  and  Southford  share  with  it.  This 
supply  should  be  made  available  as  widely  as  pos¬ 
sible,  and  ought  to  be  extended  at  once  to  Ford 
Cottages  and  Ford  Farm,  the  owner  of  which  gave 
the  water,  and  to  Redhill.  The  assessable  value  of 
Whitwell  is  increasing,  and  will  continue  to  increase 
under  the  stimulus  of  railway  communication,  and 
the  facilities  afforded  by  its  new  roads,  seeing  that  it 
has  a  water  supply  ;  and  there  ought  not  to  be  the 
grudging  disinclination  to  progress,  and  especially 
seeing  that  the  water  supply  was  a  free  gift  to  the 
parish.  In  the  absence  of  scavenging  and  sewerage, 
all  clay  villages  must  have  obvious  nuisances,  but 
these  are  infinitely  less  in  evidence  at  Whitwell  than 
formerly.  One  house  was  built  in  1902,  and  four  in 
1901. 

The  village  of  Niton  shares  the  prosperity  of 
Whitwell  as  the  result  of  railway  communication, 
and  the  new  road  which  connects  them.  Three 
houses  were  built  there  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  one  in  1901.  The  ultimate  source  of  the 
Eastern  Yar,  much  of  the  filth  and  refuse  of  the 
village  proper,  which  stands  on  the  Gault,  finds  a 
receptacle  in  the  stream.  It  is  time  Niton  was 
scavenged.  But  its  most  pressing  need  is  a  water 
supply,  a  problem  which  surely  must  find  a  solution 
in  the  near  future.  In  a  place  in  which  the  incidence 
of  epidemic  disease  has  been  so  severe  in  the  past, 
it  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  enlargement  and  im¬ 
proved  sanitation  of  the  British  Schools. 


Godshill. 


The  ancient  inland  village  of  Godshill,  the  centre 
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of  active  life  of  that  part  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
in  the  past,  seemed  to  be  in  a  state  “  past  praying 
for  ”  as  regards  its  sanitary  state  only  a  few  years 
ago,  with  its  polluted  wells,  its  midden  privies, 
and  black  filth  in  every  gutter  and  ditch.  By 
constant  pressure,  little  by  little,  the  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions  have  ameliorated  until  Godshill  has  become  a 
comparatively  clean  place.  With  the  independent 
water  supply  you  propose  to  give  it,  and  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  public  health  it  will  afford,  its  future 
material  prosperity  is  assured  now  that  it  has  railway 
communication.  Two  houses  were  built  there  last 
year,  and  two  in  1901. 

The  hamlet  of  Merstone  was  in  a  fairly  good  Merstone. 
sanitary  state  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  progress  of  Arreton  continues,  but  the  evi-  Arreton. 
dence  of  it  varies  from  year  to  year.  One  house  was 
enlarged  in  the  village  during  1902  and  a  new  house 
was  erected  at  Downend  and  another  at  Standen. 

The  villas  built  during  recent  years  in  Arreton 
street,  between  the  highway  and  the  stream  north  of 
it,  have  but  small  curtilage  which  in  most  cases 
contains  a  cesspit  and  well.  It  is  only  a  question  of 
time  when  the  water  supply  will  be  hopelessly 
polluted  and  an  independent  water  supply  will 
become  an  urgent  necessity.  You  are  wise  in 
anticipating  that  time,  by  the  supply  you  propose  to 
provide. 

There  is  very  little  change  in  Blackwater  from  year  Blackwater. 
to  year.  The  water  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes 
is  obtained  from  the  millpond  and  the  stream,  both 
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of  which  receive  sewage,  from  shallow  surface  wells, 
all  more  or  less  contaminated  by  soakage  from 
manured  gardens,  and  from  one  or  two  deeper  and 
better  protected  wells.  The  discharge  of  land 
drainage  into  the  stream  near  the  railway  station 
affords  a  better  supply  than  the  shallow  wells,  and 
some  of  the  people  resort  thither  for  their  drinking 
water.  Blackwater  could  probably  be  supplied  from 
the  beds  of  plateau  gravel  on  St.  George's  Down, 
but  the  extension  of  the  Newport  water  main  would 
be  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  difficulty  of  giving 
Blackwater  a  wholesome  water  supply. 

In  the  late  summer  complaint  was  made  to  you  by 
some  of  the  inhabitants  occupying  houses  on  the 
road  between  Blackwater  and  Shide,  that  their  wells 
were  dry  and  that  they  were  put  to  the  greatest 
inconvenience  for  want  of  water.  The  wells  are 
sunk  in  the  lower  river  gravel  of  the  Medina  which 
contains  much  less  water  than  formerly,  partly 
because  of  diminished  rainfall  and  partly  because 
land  drainage  is  carried  out  more  systematically 
than  formerly.  But  that  the  water  must  be  pur¬ 
chased  it  is  probable  some  of  the  inhabitants  would 
prefer  to  pay  a  large  share  of  the  sum  required  for 
sinking  fund  and  interest  of  the  loan  required  for 
extending  the  Newport  main  to  Blackwater,  which 
would  supply  them  en  route,  than  to  be  without 
water  some  months  in  the  year. 

On  this  road  immediately  outside  the  borough  of 
Newport  on  the  south  is  a  terrace  of  small  houses 
already  supplied  from  the  town  main,  as  are  other 
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houses  in  the  vicinity  situated  in  the  parish  of 
Whippingham  in  your  District. 

On  the  north  of  the  borough  in  the  same  parish 
are  twenty  to  thirty  houses  known  as  Fairlee  Road 
on  the  highway  to  East  Cowes.  These  houses  are 
drained  bv  a  sewer  which  joins  the  Newport  system, 
and  are  supplied  with  town  water  indifferently  by 
means  of  a  pipe  laid  years  ago  the  calibre  of  which 
must  be  diminished  by  rust.  Two  houses  were 
added  to  this  district  in  1902. 

Speaking  generally  the  parish  of  Whippingham 
is  badly  off  for  water.  To  a  large  extent,  when  not 
covered  by  plateau  gravel  on  the  summits  of  the 
hills,  the  stiff  Osborne  Clay  is  at  the  surface,  and 
more  especially  in  the  lower  valley  of  the  Medina. 
Water  is  found  in  a  few  ponds  and  in  deeper  pockets 
in  the  clay  tilled  with  sand  and  gravel  in  which  it  is 
particularly  liable  to  pollution  if  dwellings  are  placed 
above  or  near  them.  The  _pn.  main  which  I  believe 
you  intend  to  lay  forthwith  to  mill  turning — and 
which  you  must  lay  at  once  to  Fairlee — will  not  only 
be  a  sanitary  safeguard  but  also  a  great  relief  and  com¬ 
fort.  The  well-being  of  the  people,  until  they  become 
educated  and  intelligent,  ought  not  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  a  few  persons  whether  they  be  representatives  on 
public  bodies  or  private  owners  of  indefinite  “  rights.” 
bo  insist  on  water  royalties,  which  at  best  would 
yield  a  paltry  sum,  seems  unworthy,  and  to  refuse  to 
pay  a  slightly  increased  charge  per  1000  gallons  over 
that  which  the  parishes  named  in  the  agreement 
pa)’,  for  an  infinitely  better  supply,  is  to  sacrifice  the 
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best  interests  of  the  people  both  now  and  in  the 
fut  ure  to  a  sentiment.  Had  East  Cowes  been 
supplied  from  the  Chalk  it  would  have  been  doubly 
protected  by  the  protection  of  the  population  about 
it,  for  it  would  have  enabled  you  to  supply  the  whole 
of  the  scattered  houses  between  Newport  and  East 
Cowes. 

As  I  have  previously  said  the  water  main  will  now 
go  to  Wootton  by  way  of  Staplers,  a  residential 
district  on  the  high  land  east  of  the  Medina  estuary 
to  the  north  of  Newport,  which  is  badly  off  for  water 
in  dry  weather.  Although  without  syphonage  the 
water  cannot  be  carried  over  the  hill,  it  ought  to  be 
possible  to  supply  almost  every  house  in  Staplers  in 
some  manner 

One  of  the  places  which  has  progressed  most  in 
your  District  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  is 
Wootton  in  which  three  houses  were  built  in  1902  as 
against  five  in  the  previous  year.  It  is  situated  in 
two  civil  parishes,  those  of  Whippingham  and  North 
Arreton.  The  policy  which  annexed  the  ancient 
ecclesiastical  parish  of  Wootton  to  Whippingham 
was  short  sighted  in  the  extreme,  and  the  incon¬ 
veniences  of  administration  will  grow  with  the  years, 
for  Wootton  is  destined  to  become  an  important 
township.  To  those  who  live  above  the  petty 
influences  of  cliques  and  caucuses  and  whose  only 
desire  is  the  best  possible  for  the  community,  the 
action  which  divided  Wootton  into  two  parishes 
should  be  admonitory.  In  little  more  than  ten 
years  not  one  of  those  directly  responsible  remains 


as  a  factor  in  local  affairs  ;  each  one  has  disappeared 
by  death  or  removal,  and  even  Whippingham  has 
ceased  to  be  a  residence  of  the  sovereign.  From 
causes  already  explained  (see  Annual  Report  for 
igoi,  pp.  58  and  59),  and  particularly  the  draining 
of  the  wells  in  the  gravel  by  a  sewer  extended  to 
limit  their  contamination  by  sewage  which  was 
already  apparent,  a  good  water  supply  from  the 
Chalk  by  extension  of  the  Newport  supply,  the  only 
source  possible,  is  imperative  ;  and  this  you  have 
resolved  to  give  it.  Wootton  is  in  part  sewered  by  a 
sewer  which  discharges  into  the  mill  race.  The 
oyster  beds  in  Wootton  Creek  are  not  likely  to  be 
affected  by  the  sewage  if  confined  to  their  present 
position. 

The  continuation  of  Wootton  to  the  east  of  the  Kite  Hill. 
Creek,  known  as  Kite  Hill,  is  situated  in  the  parishes 
of  North  Arreton  and  Binstead.  Some  of  the  houses 
are  supplied  by  a  iin.  pipe  from  the  gravel  at 
Wootton,  and  others  from  the  Binstead  supply. 

The  sanitation  of  Fishbourne,  which  has  caused  Fishbourne. 
much  anxiety  in  the  past,  is  in  great  measure  assured 
by  its  independent  water  supply,  but  its  irregular 
sewers,  which  are  not  flushed,  are  a  source  of 
nuisance.  When  the  assessable  value  of  the  parish 
has  further  increased,  Fishbourne  should  have  a 
proper  system  of  sewerage. 

The  village  of  Binstead  continues  to  progress,  and  Binstead. 
the  development  of  the  landed  estate  upon  which  it 
stands  benefits  both  the  community  and  its  owner. 

Six  houses  were  built  in  1902  in  the  New  Road,  to 
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the  construction  of  which  I  referred  in  my  Report 
for  igoi.  It  is  sewered  but  is  not  scavenged.  The 
fattening  of  pigs  causes  a  nuisance  which  is  most 
detrimental  to  Binstead  in  every  sense.  For  many 
years  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  has 
been  directed  to  this  nuisance.  At  one  time  pressure, 
which  seemed  likely  to  be  effective,  was  brought 
to  bear,  but  a  pledge  was  given  that  the  industry 
should  be  transferred  to  a  farmstead  at  some  dis¬ 
tance  ;  the  promise  was  not  kept  and  additional 
premises  have  been  occupied  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  highway. 

To  the  south  of  Ryde,  Haylands  is  a  district  of 
artisans  dwellings  occupied  by  persons  employed  in 
Ryde,  and  in  which  there  are  also  superior  resi¬ 
dences.  It  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
sanitary  sections  of  your  District,  it  having  developed 
rapidly,  without  efficient  sanitary  control,  in  the 
period  immediately  preceding  the  passage  of  the 
Public  Health  Act.  Gradually  it  has  been  brought 
into  a  satisfactory  sanitary  state.  It  is  sewered  into 
the  Ryde  sewers,  and  is  supplied  from  the  Ryde 
Waterworks. 

A  residential  and  dairy  farm  district,  the  sanitary 
state  of  Upton  is  entirely  changed  by  its  independent 
water  supply. 

The  third  place  in  the  parish  of  Ashey  which  has 
received  the  benefit  of  a  water  supply  within  the 
past  few  years  is  Haven  Street,  a  clay  village  in 
which  the  incidence  of  epidemic  disease,  and  espe¬ 
cially  of  diphtheria,  has  been  most  severe  in  the 
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past.  Curiously  the  people  of  Haven  Street — a  place 
in  which  the  want  of  water  has  been  felt  as  severely 
as  in  any  part  of  your  District — have  refused  to  take 
the  water  ;  but  more  connections  have  been  made 
during  the  past  year  than  heretofore.  The  water 
has  had  a  disagreeable  taste  from  the  composition 
with  which  the  pipes  are  coated,  which  has  been 
more  persistent  than  I  have  hitherto  known  it  to  be. 
This  may  have  been  due  to  false  economy,  in  avoid¬ 
ing  the  free  flushing  of  the  mains  when  first  they 
were  laid,  and  in  part  to  the  pipes  not  being  heated 
before  coating — a  requirement  which  you  have  in¬ 
sisted  upon  in  recent  contracts.  As  at  Fishbourne, 
when  the  assessable  value  of  Ashey  has  increased, 
Haven  Street  should  be  sewered.  You  have  re¬ 
ceived  great  assistance  from  the  parochial  com¬ 
mittees  of  both  Binstead  and  Ashey,  who  have 
wisely  accepted  considerable  burdens  in  the  interests 
of  the  populations  for  whom  they  act — from  the 
business  point  of  view  they  could  not  have  done 
better — and  you  will  agree,  probably,  that  unless  the 
public  health  be  seriously  threatened,  a  period  of 
rest  is  advisable  before  other  enterprises  are  under¬ 
taken. 

There  is  little  to  add  to  my  remarks  concerning 
the  state  of  Freshwater  at  the  end  of  1901  in  page 
61  of  my  Report  for  that  year.  The  houses  and 
population  have  increased  since  then — 18  houses 
were  built  in  1902,  as  against  2b  built  in  1901 — and 
the  sanitary  condition  is  very  much  worse  than  at 
the  end  of  1901.  It  would  seem  to  be  impossible  to 
introduce  system  in  the  scavenging  arrangements, 
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so  inadequate  are  they,  and  the  whole  thing  is  a 
mess  and  muddle.  The  history  of  the  sewerage 
question  at  Freshwater  does  not  reflect  favourably 
upon  the  intelligence  of  the  population,  is  not  credit¬ 
able  to  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  is  discreditable 
to  meddlesome  outsiders  who  have  encouraged  oppo¬ 
sition  and  resistance.  But  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  while  the  central  Authority  have,  through  their 
Inspectors,  taken  infinite  trouble  and  manifested  in¬ 
finite  patience,  Freshwater  would  have  been  sewered 
now  had  they  simply  sanctioned  the  scheme  they 
approved,  and  which  was  in  part  their  own,  and  had 
not  afforded  the  opportunity  of  withdrawing  from  it. 
Parochial  government  is  the  worst  possible  in  sani¬ 
tary  matters,  and  government  by  public  meeting  is 
disastrous.  How  is  it  possible  that  any  but  those 
who  have  been  trained  in  such  matters  can  judge  of 
a  sewerage  scheme  involving  highly  scientific  details? 
Apart  from  local  intrigue  only  one  test  is  applied, 
and  that  concerns  the  estimate  of  cost.  A  sewer 
will  cost  more  or  less  as  it  is  laid  at  a  greater  or  less 
depth.  The  less  depth  is  chosen  and  the  sewer  is 
inefficient,  and  hundreds  of  pounds  may  subsequently 
be  spent  in  excess  of  what  the  cost  would  have  been 
had  it  been  laid  to  a  depth  which  would  have  ren¬ 
dered  it  efficient  in  the  first  instance.  Freshwater 
has,  fortunately,  an  independent  water  supply,  which, 
although  it  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  has,  so  far, 
saved  the  situation. 

Totland,  on  the  north-west  coast,  is  separated 
from  Freshwater  by  high  land,  but  it  is  continuous 
with  it  as  the  parish  of  Totland  extends  down  the 
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opposite  slope  of  the  hill  to  form  what  is  known  as 
the  Avenue  district.  It  is  this  section  which  it  has 
been  proposed  to  sewer  in  conjunction  with  Fresh¬ 
water.  The  other  part  is  sewered,  and  both  have  a 
water  supply  in  part  from  the  Totland  Waterworks 
on  Headon  Hill,  and  in  part  from  the  Freshwater 
Waterworks.  Totland  is  scavenged.  Six  houses 
were  built  in  Totland  during  the  year,  one  of  which 
was  built  in  the  Avenue. 

East  of  Totland,  with  which  it  is  continuous,  is  Colwell. 
Colwell.  It  is  in  the  parish  of  Freshwater,  and  is 
supplied  from  the  Freshwater  Waterworks,  as  are 
Norton  and  Norton  Green.  Six  houses  were  built 
at  Colwell  during  the  year. 

The  old  borough  of  Yarmouth  continues  to  pro-  Yarmouth, 
gress,  as  it  has  done  since  railway  communication 
roused  it  from  its  prolonged  somnolence.  Eleven 
houses  were  built  during  the  year,  and  three  during 
the  previous  year.  It  receives  its  water  supply  from 
Freshwater;  and  it  is  sewered  and  scavenged.  Yar¬ 
mouth  is  one  of  those  places  in  your  District  which 
has  passed  from  darkness  to  light,  so  to  speak,  in  a 
sanitary  sense  ;  each  year  the  sanitary  condition  of 
some  of  the  old  houses  is  improved,  but  there  is 
much  which  remains  to  be  done  in  this  respect  in 
the  old  town. 

A  building  estate  adjacent  to  Yarmouth  on  the  Bouldnor-on- 
east,  known  as  Bouldnor-on-Sea,  was  opened  up  a  bul' 
few  years  back.  It  is  supplied  by  the  Freshwater 
and  Yarmouth  Water  Company.  It  will  develop 
more  rapidly  to  the  advantage  of  the  agricultural 
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parish  of  Shalfleet,  as  regards  assessable  value,  in  a 
few  years. 

Another  building  estate  to  the  east  of  Bouldnor  is 
Cranmore,  the  development  of  which  should  be 
assisted  by  the  water  supply  which  it  receives 
through  the  Shalfleet  main  from  Shalcombe. 

The  two  adjoining  agricultural  villages  of  Thorley 
and  Wellow  are  in  a  better  state  as  regards  filth 
nuisances  than  formerly.  Wellow  has  now  a  water 
supply,  which  should  be  extended  to  Thorley. 

The  risk  Ningwood  has  run  for  long  years  is  at 
length  met  by  its  new  water  supply. 

Perhaps  no  place  has  benefited  so  much  by  the 
Shalfleet  water  supply  as  the  village  of  Newbridge, 
and  the  worry  and  anxiety  and  the  labour  of  the 
people  in  carrying  water  from  the  polluted  stream 
up  a  steep  hill  has  at  length  ceased. 

At  one  time  my  Annual  Report  contained  ac¬ 
counts  of  serious  filth  nuisances  and  stream  pollu¬ 
tions  in  the  village  of  Calbourne.  The  occasion  for 
these  has  to  a  great  extent  ceased  ;  and  now  the  in¬ 
adequate  and  unsatisfactory  water  supply  of  the 
place  will  be  remedied  by  the  water  supply  which 
you  have  determined  to  give  the  parish  ot  Calbourne. 
The  poison  of  enteric  fever  is  always  present  in  the 
Caulburn,  from  which  so  many  people  drink. 

Shalfleet  village  is  situated  in  the  two  parishes  of 
Shalfleet  and  Calbourne,  separated  by  the  stream 
which  runs  through  it  and  from  which  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  have  hitherto  drunk.  The  Shalfleet  portion  of 
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the  population  have  now  wholesome  water,  and  the 
Calbourne  portion  will  receive  a  like  benefit  from  the 
Calbourne  supply. 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  hamlet  of  Newtown,  the 
remnants  of  an  ancient  borough,  was  about  the  same 
as  at  the  end  of  recent  years.  Prior  to  the  sinking 
of  a  deep  public  well  to  the  Bembridge  Limestone, 
which  has  proved  an  enormous  benefit  to  Newtown 
and  the  district  in  which  it  stands,  it  was  practically 
without  other  wholesome  supply  than  that  of  stored 
rainwater,  which  was  exhausted  in  dry  seasons.  The 
approaching  Calbourne  parish  supply  will  relieve  the 
inhabitants  of  much  labour  in  drawing  and  carrying 
water. 

The  scattered  hamlets  known  as  Porchfield  and 
Lock’s  Green  were  only  a  few  years  back  without 
water  save  that  furnished  by  ponds  and  a  stream 
fouled  by  cattle,  and  ditches.  Then,  whenever 
possible,  the  storage  of  rainwater  was  forced  where 
practicable,  and  a  well  sunk  to  the  Bembridge  Lime¬ 
stone,  which  is  only  a  few  feet  beneath  the  surface, 
had  a  pump  affixed,  which  has  proved  very  useful. 

1  he  Calbourne  supply  will  soon  be  laid  on  to  the 
houses  and  the  period  of  makeshifts  will  cease. 

The  description  of  Gunville  contained  in  my 
Annual  Report  for  1901,  pp.  05  and  66,  applies  to 
Gunville  at  the  end  of  1902.  It  is  supplied  in¬ 
dependently  from  the  Newport  Waterworks,  and  for 
a  short  distance  at  the  south  is  sewered.  Five 
houses  were  built  at  Gunville  and  two  at  Forest  Side 
during  the  year. 
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During  the  past  year  there  has  been  no  complaint 
made  to  me  of  nuisance  from  the  sewage  of  the 
Workhouse,  which  drains  into  a  tank  in  a  meadow 
to  the  east,  which  overflows,  the  effluent  finding  its 
way  to  the  Medina  estuary.  It  obtains  its  water 
supply  from  the  Bagshot  Sands. 

The  Barracks  and  Prison  are  sewered  into  sub¬ 
sidence  tanks,  before  reaching  which  the  sewage  is 
mixed  with  lime  and  iron  alum.  The  effluent  passes 
into  Dodner  Creek,  whence  it  is  carried  into  the 
estuary  of  the  Medina  on  the  recession  of  the  tide. 
When  the  sewage  has  passed  through  the  tanks  un¬ 
treated,  nuisance  has  been  created  at  Dodner,  of 
which  complaint  has  been  made.  The  Barracks  is 
supplied  with  water  independently  from  the  Newport 
supply,  and  also  from  the  superficial  gravels  in  Park¬ 
hurst  P'orest.  This  supply  should  not  be  used.  It 
is  a  most  serious  reflection  upon  the  military  autho¬ 
rities  that  an  outbreak  of  enteric  fever  from  which 
deaths  occurred,  was  the  consequence  of  pumping 
water  from  a  deep  polluted  well  at  a  cost  of  7/6  per 
1000  gallons,  when  pure  water,  supplied  by  the 
Newport  Corporation  was  being  paid  for  at  the  rate 
of  1/6  per  1000  gallons. 

The  Cement  Works  at  the  end  of  the  year  were 
much  less  a  nuisance  from  smoke  and  steam  and 
chlorine  fumes  than  heretofore.  The  condition  has 
been  ameliorating  for  several  years.  The  indepen¬ 
dent  water  supply  will  greatly  improve  the  sanitary 
condition  of  these  Works. 
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For  some  years  Horsebridge  Hill  lias  been  sup¬ 
plied  in  part  from  the  Newport  water  supply.  The 
whole  of  it  has  now  its  supply  in  connection  with 
Northwood,  as  also  has  Noke  Common.  There  was 
no  nuisance  at  the  end  of  the  year  from  the  outfall 
of  the  irregular  sewerage  which  obtains  at  Horse- 
bridge  Hill.  Two  houses  were  built  at  Horsebridge 
Hill  in  1902. 

Very  many  anxieties  and  difficulties  have  been 
suddenly  cleared  up  and  dissipated  by  the  independ¬ 
ent  water  supply  which  you  have  given  to  the  parish 
of  Northwood.  At  the  end  of  the  year  its  sanitary 
condition  on  this  account  was  better  far  than  it  has 
ever  been.  Of  all  the  reports  of  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  past,  the  majority  of  which  have  dis¬ 
appeared,  at  Tinker’s  Lane,  Rew  Street,  Mark’s 
Corner  and  elsewhere  in  Northwood,  there  was 
nothing  to  compare  in  risk  to  the  public  health  with 
dearth  of  water.  In  a  material  sense,  too,  this 
supply  must,  within  certain  limits,  enrich  such  an 
agricultural  parish  as  nothing  else  could  do.  A 
house  was  built  in  Rew  Street  last  year. 

I  he  reproach  of  Gurnard  has  ceased  with  its 
sewerage  and  water  supply,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  faction  and  ill  feeling  which  hinder  pro¬ 
gress,  and  particularly  sanitary  progress,  will  cease 
also.  Two  h  ouses  were  built  at  Gurnard  in  1902. 

Carisbrooke  is  sewered,  scavenged,  and  it  has  an 
independent  water  supply.  You  guaranteed  the 
Corporation  of  Newport  ro  per  cent,  on  their  outlay 
m  the  water  supply  of  Castle  Street,  which  has  been 
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effected.  The  Alvington  branch  of  the  water  main 
should  be  continued  to  Great  Park  farm,  the  water 
supply  of  which  is  seriously  polluted,  and  the  cot¬ 
tages  and  farms  en  route  supplied.  Two  houses 
were  built  in  the  High  Street,  and  three  near  New¬ 
port  on  the  Carisbrooke  side  of  the  stream,  in  1902. 

The  agricultural  villages  of  Gatcombe  and  Chiller- 
ton  have  abundant  water,  which  requires  collecting 
and  distributing.  At  Gatcombe  the  land-owner  who 
owns  the  whole  of  this  district  and  the  next  valley 
from  which  the  Newport  supply  is  taken,  has  col¬ 
lected  Upper  Greensand  water  in  a  reservoir,  from 
which  it  is  led  to  the  lower  part  of  the  village.  To 
supply  the  remainder  of  Gatcombe  water  must  be 
lifted. 

The  great  sanitary  need  of  Chale  and  Blackgang, 
and  their  great  commercial  need  as  a  favoured  health 
resort,  has  been  met  by  the  water  supply.  The 
parish  of  Chale  was  never  before  in  such  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  sanitary  condition  as  it  is  to-day. 

The  straggling  village  of  Atherfield,  with  its  farm¬ 
steads,  in  connection  with  which  dairying  is  carried 
on,  is  very  deficient  in  wholesome  water.  It  ought 
to  be  supplied  independently. 

Shorwell,  which  has  powerful  Upper  Greensand 
springs  which  immediately  constitute  a  large  stream 
of  water,  does  not  possess  an  independent  water 
supply  distributed  to  the  houses.  Unfortunately 
these  springs  are  in  private  grounds.  A  pipe  has 
been  led  from  them  to  the  south  of  the  village,  and 
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there  is  a  well  to  the  greensand  in  the  north  of  it. 
A  house  was  built  in  Shorwell  during  the  year. 

Some  years  ago  the  Sanitary  Authority  called  upon 
the  landowner  to  supply  cottages  in  the  hamlet  of 
Limerstone  with  water.  It  would  have  been  a 
simple  and  inexpensive  matter  to  do  this  properly, 
distributing  the  water  to  the  dwellings.  There  is  a 
tap  by  the  roadside  by  which  water  is  drawn  from  a 
pond  to  which  cattle  have  access  high  up  on  the 
Down.  The  water  has  been  a  boon  however,  and  is 
used  for  houshold  purposes,  but  the  people  carry 
their  water  for  drinking  from  a  withey  bed  near 
Limerstone  Farm-house. 

The  very  considerable  and  ancient  village  of 
Brighstone  on  the  south-west  coast  of  the  Island, 
was  before  the  advent  of  an  independent  water  supply, 
one  of  the  most  troublesome  and  difficult  places  in 
your  District.  It  was  a  very  simple  matter  to  pipe 
the  pure  water  as  it  issued  from  the  rock  to  the 
houses  of  the  people  who  drank  it  after  it  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  sewage  of  the  place,  and  it  appeared  only 
necessary  for  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  order  it  to  be 
done  ;  but  it  was  far  otherwise.  The  history  of  the 
struggle  to  obtain  the  protection  of  the  community  of 
Brighstone  from  the  danger  to  which  they  were 
exposed  is  forgotten  now  ;  but  similar  methods  of 
ignorant,  unscrupulous  opposition  continue,  prompted 
by  different  but  no  less  unworthy  motives,  when  the 
only  object  should  be  the  single  minded  safeguarding 
of  the  sacred  interests  of  the  public  health.  The 
Brighstone  water  supply  has  been  an  infinite  blessing 
not  only  to  the  village  of  Brighstone,  but  to  the 
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heretofore  waterless,  clay  district  about  it.  There 
are  difficulties  still  in  connection  with  sewerage,  some 
of  which  were  surmounted  during  the  year,  and 
others  have  yet  to  be  dealt  with. 

Mottistone  and  Hulverstone,  small  hamlets  west 
of  Brighstone,  and  the  village  of  Brooke,  are  all 
supplied  with  water  independently  from  the  Upper 
Greensand. 

As  I  said  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  while  gutter 
and  other  filth  nuisances  continue  to  exist  in  your 
District,  and  while  house  and  dairy  sanitation  require 
far  more  attention  than  they  receive,  the  provision 
of  independent  water  supplies  has  raised  it  to  an 
infinitely  higher  level  of  safety,  than  it  occupied  a 
a  few  years  back.  If  there  are  serious  defects  and 
deficiences,  and  there  are,  the  fact  that  you  have 
given  heed  to  your  obligations  under  the  Public 
Health  (Water)  Act,  is  a  most  important  and  valu¬ 
able  make-weight.  The  criticism  that  there  are  too 
many  water  undertakings,  and  the  attempts  to  create 
prejudice  in  connection  with  this  and  almost  every 
other  effort  for  the  sanitary  well-being  of  the  district 
you  administer,  are  of  no  avail  in  the  presence  of 
accomplished  facts.  The  sacrifices  and  opposition 
are  worth  enduring  if  the  end  is  attained,  and  these 
water  supplies  will  continue  far  away  into  the  dim 
future  as  blessings  to  generations  yet  to  come  ;  and 
when  all  that  is  petty  and  narrow  and  unworthy,  and 
all  the  actors  of  to-day  are  forgotten,  these  will 
remain  as  mememtos  of  the  period  of  your  adminis¬ 
tration.  Had  wiser  councils  prevailed  better  work 


8i 


would  have  been  done,  but  the  limitations  placed 
upon  you  by  ignorance  and  selfishness,  and  above  all 
by  interparochial  jealousies  and  antipathies  have 
cramped  your  efforts  for  the  good  of  the  people.  In 
an  educated  and  more  progessive  age  the  defects  of 
the  present  will  be  remedied,  and  as  population 
increases  these  supplies  will  be  linked  up,  and  there 
will  then  be  only  one  water  supply,  but  from  many 
sources,  in  your  District.  When  that  time  comes,  the 
prime  necessity  of  life  which  it  provides  will  not  be 
subject  to  the  caprice  of  individuals  or  companies,  but 
will  be  completely  owned  and  controlled  by  those 
who  use  it. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  said  that  any  person  Deficiencies 
familiar  with  the  conditions  which  obtain  in  different  of  the  law- 
parts  of  the  country,  must  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  country  districts  vary  as  greatly  in  character  as 
town  districts,  and  that  in  many  instances,  the  dis¬ 
tinctions  drawn  by  the  law  between  urban  and  rural 
sanitary  districts  are  almost  grotesque.  That  such 
a  district  as  yours,  for  example,  with  its  forty  or  fifty 
miles  of  coast,  with  its  towns  and  embryo  towns 
growing  into  important  watering  places  and  centres 
of  population,  and  with  its  suburban  areas  rapidly 
increasing,  should  have  only  the  limited  powers 
possessed  by  a  purely  agricultural  district,  would 
seem  to  be  altogether  anomalous.  It  is  true  that  the 
theory  of  the  representative  character  ol  local  govern¬ 
ment  is  found  too  often  in  practice  to  apply  only  in  a 
very  limited  degree,  and  there  is  increasing  danger 
of  local  bodies  being  manipulated  for  other  objects 
than  the  good  of  t lie  people,  for  which  alone  they 
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exist.  So  much  is  this  the  case,  that  there  is  a 
generally  recognised  need  of  strengthening  central 
administration.  And  it  is  just  in  this  direction  that 
advance  should  take  place.  There  should  be  ability 
in  the  central  body  to  confer  the  powers  requisite  to 
meet  the  needs  of  a  particular  district,  instead  of  as 
at  present  leaving  that  district  to  suffer  detriment 
because  of  a  cast  iron  rule  that  beyond  certain  limits 
one  rural  district  is  not  to  be  permitted  to  have  any¬ 
thing  which  all  do  not  want.  The  refusal  to  you 
last  year  of  permission  to  purchase  the  Bembridge 
Gas  Works  is  a  case  in  point.  Again,  pigs  are  kept 
so  as  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  you  have  not  power  to 
deal  adequately  with  the  matter;  but  if  they  were 
situated  a  stone’s  throw  further  east  it  might  be 
remedied  forthwith.  Having  regard  to  some  districts 
there  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt  that  central  adminis¬ 
tration  should  be  greatly  strengthened  in  all  matters 
— and  they  are  chiefly  expert  matters — which  concern 
the  health  of  the  people.  It  ought  not  to  be  possible 
that  a  community  should  suffer  as  the  people  of 
Freshwater  have  suffered  for  many  years  from  want 
of  sewerage. 

You  have  applied  in  certain  cases  for  urban  powers 
in  particular  districts  to  do  many  things,  and  they  have 
been  granted.  These  are  the  more  populous  sections 
which  are  slowly  developing  into  towns,  and  it  is  of 
the  first  importance  that  their  future  shoul.l  not  be 
prejudiced  because  you  cannot  do  what  is  necessary. 
At  present  their  prosperity  depends  upon  the  attract¬ 
iveness  of  their  rural  character  ;  and  to  make  them 
towns  prematurely  in  order  to  obtain  for  them  any 
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powers  they  need,  would  be  to  doom  them.  You  have 
had  sufficient  experience  of  the  kind  of  government 
they  would  be  likely  to  have.  In  the  meantime  you 
should  obtain  all  the  powers  you  can  obtain  to  meet 
the  difficulties  as  they  arise,  and  you  need  all  you 
can  get. 

You  possess  Bye-laws  for  new  buildings,  and  for  Bye-Laws, 
slaughterhouses,  and  for  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milk- 
shops  ;  and  you  have  regulations  for  house  connect¬ 
ions  with  the  sewers  and  watermains.  You  have 
found  it  convenient  not  to  adhere  too  strictly  to  the 
letter  of  your  Bye-laws  in  every  instance,  as,  for 
example,  in  insisting  upon  separate  drain  connections 
for  every  house.  You  have  sometimes  permitted 
combined  drainage  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  passing 
drains  beneath  dwellings,  thus  avoiding  a  sanitary 
risk  ;  but  you  have  insisted  in  every  case  upon  un¬ 
dertakings  being  given  to  free  you  from  the  liability 
of  maintaining  these  drains  as  sewers.  It  is,  of 
course,  of  the  utmost  importance  that  you  should 
require  strict  observance  of  your  Bye-laws.  The 
slightest  suspicion  of  privilege  is  fatal  to  successful 
administration,  and  you  have  had  sufficient  evidence 
that  people  are  ready  to  claim  privilege. 

It  is  very  important  that  so  far  as  possible  there  Uniformity 
should  be  uniformity  throughout  your  District  in  all 
matters.  There  is  a  certain  inconvenience  in  absence 
of  uniformity  in  connection  with  your  engineering 
work,  more  especially  as  regards  hydraulic  fittings, 
hor  example,  the  valves  and  hydrants  should  be  of 
the  same  patterns.  When  your  water-mains  are 
near  towns  which  have  lire  brigades,  you  have  to 
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adopt  screw  down  hydrants  to  their  use,  of  course, 
but  in  the  more  remote  places  it  would  be  well  if  all 
the  fittings  were  of  one  pattern.  There  should  be  a 
fire  brigade  in  every  village,  as  there  are  in  some, 
who  should  be  exercised  in  the  work  periodically. 
The  loss  of  water  is  not  worth  consideration  having 
regard  to  the  object  in  view.  In  your  sewer  arrange¬ 
ments,  uniformity  is  equally  desirable.  The  size  and 
shape  of  manholes  vary  considerably  in  different 
sections  of  the  district.  This  absence  of  uniformity 
is  due  to  so  many  different  persons  being  employed 
to  do  your  sanitary  engineering  work,  the  reason  of 
which  has  been  frequently  referred  to,  and  to  the 
absence  of  central  control,  the  work  having  been  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  different  parishes.  It  is  a  rather 
delicate  matter  I  am  aware,  but  my  opinion  is  that 
if  architects  are  employed  in  the  future,  their  plans 
should  be  reported  upon  by  one  of  your  inspectors. 

You  have  from  time  to  time  discussed  the  question 
of  whom  you  should  employ  to  carry  out  works  of 
sewerage  and  water  supply  which  had  been  decided 
upon.  When  your  schemes  were  opposed  and 
alternative  schemes  submitted,  you  have  yeilded  to 
the  pressure  brought  to  bear,  and  the  architects  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  parishes  have  been  employed  in  place 
of  yours.  In  other  parishes  your  officers  have  designed 
and  carried  out  similar  work  in  every  instance  most 
efficiently.  This  has  been  complained  of  by  the 
representatives  of  parishes  which  had  paid  fees.  It 
has  been  urged  that  they  were  disadvantaged  not 
only  in  having  to  make  money  payments  which  the 
other  parishes  escaped,  but  also  by  the  fact  that 
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the  inspector  must  necessarily  neglect  his  work  in 
other  parts  of  his  district.  As  regards  this  second 
objection,  I  have  not  known  the  work  neglected  in 
one  parish  while  water  supply  or  sewerage  was  being 
carried  out  in  another  by  the  inspector,  who,  as  far 
as  my  observation  has  gone,  has  practically  given  his 
spare  time  to  the  special  work.  And  with  reference  to 
the  former  objection,  one  would  suppose  some  means 
of  adjustment  could  be  found,  and  possibly  the  Local 
Government  Board  might  assist  you  by  advice  in  the 
matter.  Looking  at  the  subject  simply  Ironr  the 
point  of  view  of  the  public  good,  I  am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  excepting  in  the  case  of  some  great 
undertaking  presenting  exceptional  enginneering 
difficulties  like  the  sewerage  of  Freshwater,  your 
own  officers  should  do  all  your  engineering  work, 
and  that  if  this  should  be  considered  impracticable 
under  present  conditions,  one  of  them  should  be 
appointed  surveyor  for  all  sanitary  and  special  high¬ 
way  purposes.  He  would  possibly  be  able  at  the 
same  time  to  take  charge  of  the  roads  in  a  section  of 
your  District,  but  of  this  I  am  not  certain. 

You  have  four  Sanitary  Inspectors  who  are  your  inspection. 
Surveyors  under  the  Act,  and  have  charge  of  the 
highways  also.  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  im¬ 
pression  prevails  among  you  that  a  great  mistake 
was  made  in  merging  the  sanitary  and  highway 
work.  I  was  not  consulted  but  I  urged  that  the 
change  should  be  regarded  simply  as  an  experiment. 

The  object  of  the  change  was  not  entirely  apparent, 
but  ostensibly  it  was  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  employ¬ 
ing  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  highways 
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have  benifited  and  the  sanitary  work  has  suffered, 
and  necessarily  so.  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my 
remarks  upon  this  subject  in  my  Annual  Reports  for 
i8gg,  pp.  68,  69,  70  and  71  ;  for  1900,  pp.  60  and  61  ; 
and  for  1901,  pp.  72,  73  and  74. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  described  your  mode 
of  procedure  in  carrying  out  your  duties,  and  I  beg 
to  refer  you  to  pp.  74,  75  and  76  of  that  report.  I 
would  venture  to  suggest  that  some  of  your  work 
may  possibly  be  better  and  more  expeditiously  done 
by  smaller  Committees  than  those  of  the  whole 
Council. 

In  concluding  this  Report  it  is  satisfactory  to  be 
able  to  say  that  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District  was  never  so  good  as 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1902,  because  of  the  ad¬ 
ditional  security  afforded  to  the  community  by  the 
permanent  works  of  water  supply  which  have  been 
established  during  the  year.  The  obligations  im¬ 
posed  upon  you  by  the  law  are  of  the  most  serious 
character,  for  they  involve  the  lives  and  health  and 
happiness  of  the  people.  The  great  obstacles  to 
their  fulfilment  are  ignorance  and  selfishness  which 
are  always  obtrusively  present  to  hamper  progress. 
They  are  the  most  potent  factors  in  the  present. 
That  they  may  not  prejudice  the  future  will  demand 
the  most  strenuous  effort,  and  the  future  is  no  less 
your  concern  than  the  present. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  GROVES. 


Carisbrooke. 


